
 
 

Thirty-four people climbed out of their warm beds 

on a cool Saturday morning for the August 

TAPCUG meeting. It does seem as if August came 

in July this year! 

 

Some of us get confused when the second Saturday 

is a one digit day, so that could explain the lower 

than usual attendance. Of course, it is vacation 

season. 

 

Our SIGs (Special Interest Groups) and Open Labs 

have languished a bit in the last few months (with 

some exceptions). We expect them to get going 

energetically in the fall, since when school starts we 

all seem to get restarted. Take a look at the list and 

see if you might like to visit one or two of them. 

You might even consider ñleadingò one ï thatôs fun, 

too. 

 

Maggie, in her wonderfully upbeat and humorous 

way, demonstrated her EIGHT ñhatsò to show how 

much we need new people in leadership positions. It 

was a very effective visual, and we do appreciate all 

that she does. She didnôt seem likely to want to give 

up any of the functions, though. It was her way of 

saying, ñHey, folks! It is fun to do what you love to 

do, so find what you love about TAPCUG and 

participate!ò Those are my words, not Maggieôs. If 

you are tapped as someone who could be a good 

leader, please consider it 

 

Katie is doing a great job of continuing the process 

of profiling a member in each Data Line. We 

learned more about Maggie in the August issue, and 

look forward to continuing to learn more about our 

(Continued on page 2) 

Reminder! The September meeting 

will be on the THIRD Saturday instead 
of the second. Please put that on your 

calendar. That will be September 19 th .  
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GENERAL MEETING  

Saturday - September 19th - 9:30 AM 

Lakewood Community Center (see map on page 14) 
 

M a c r o s 
Word 2003, 2007 and OpenOffice 

 

Presented by Rudy Horst 
 

Refreshments by:  

Alice Grenier and Marsh Allen  

 

Raffle will follow  

Open Labs are 9/11 & 9/25, the 2nd & 4th Fridays,
 
at the Lakewood Community Center  
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July 

Ward, Edward 

 

August 

Danisher, Andy/Helen 

Grant, Barbara 

Korte, Sylvia 

Leary, Sherrell 

Page, Doris 

 

September 

Haun, Bob 

Lund, Faye 

Daum, Richard 

Due Next Month 

Copeland, Ann 

Reynolds, Edryce 

Deal, Bob 

Membership Expirations  Board of Directors 

Dick Meier - Co-President 

 584-2207 

 RichardMeier1@Comcast.net 

Edryce Reynolds - Co-President 

 752-1893 

 Edryce@yahoo.com 

Vice President 

 

 

Dick Meier - Acting Secretary 

 584-2207 

 RichardMeier1@Comcast.net 

Barbara Jackson - Treasurer 

 564-9664 

 c21Jackson@aol.com 

 

Directors 

Joel Carlson Dir. to 2008 

 Fox7777@carlsonco.net  

 Neil Stahfest Dir. to 2008 
 NCStahfest@msn.com 

John Boyle Dir. to 2009 

 JBoyle@harbornet.com 

Carl Fisk Dir. to 2009 

 CarlFisk@seanet.com 

Maggie Smith Dir. to 2009 

 maggiebs@harbornet.com 

Past President 

 Cyndie Carr 

 Carbarn2@mindspring.com 
 

 

 

 

SIG Leaders 

Flight Simulator, Curt Poreé 

Graphics/Scanner, Barbara Grant 

Linux, Joel Carlson 

Win XP/New Users, Paul Duhay 
 

 

 

 

Support Staff 

Membership Chair 

 Katie Lichtenwalter  

Public Relations 

  

Membership Database 

 Maggie Smith 

Shareware Librarian 

 Neil Stahfest 

Program Coordinator 

 Cyndie Carr 

Asst. Program Coordinator 

  

Equipment Chair 

 John Wickliffe 

Genôl Meeting Refreshments 

 Alice Grenier 

Facilities Coordinator 

 Dick Meier 

Web Page Masters 

 John Wickliffe/Dick Meier 

Data Line Editor  

 Maggie Smith 

If your name is in this list, your membership dues need to be renewed. Please 

pay at the next General Meeting, or print the last page of the newsletter and 

submit to our Treasurer with your payment. Your e-mail is important, it is 

how I notify you when the Data Line is ready to be downloaded.  

I do not give your address to anyone.ðMaggie, Editor  

fellow members. 

 

Cyndie has programs ready through 

January, so if you decide to try your 

hand at Program Chair, you would 

have several months to talk with 

Cyndie and reflect on possible future 

programs. Cyndie has tremendous 

ideas and resources she is willing to 

share, and we want her to become 

TAPCUGôs Public Relations person 

so we can spread the word on our 

programs.  Think about taking on the 

fun of Program Chair. 

 

Co-President Dick Meier surprised 

all of us with information that he 

may not be attending when his new 

job with the Census Bureau begins! 

This puts even more importance to 

new members stepping up to the 

experience of running for office! We 

have had the two co-presidents [with 

no vice-president] for three years 

now, which is long enough for one 

set of officers to be in charge. 

 

In the Open Floor part of the 

program, Marsh told us about the 

death of his computer, and he 

proudly announced that he had 

backed up years and years of pictures 

which were stored. A really great 

success story, and a warning to all of 

us. Neil gave a tip about doing 

backups. He said donôt stop in the 

middle of that process. If you do, it 

could require reinstalling all systems. 

He has proof of that because it 

happened to his son. 

 

Backing out of later versions of 

Internet Explorer also came up (this 

seems to be happening a lot ï why?). 

Someone said go to Restore, where 

youôll get a calendar of updates, so 

you can choose an earlier one. 

Sounds so wonderfully simple ï did 

anyone try it? Dick Meier then asked 

whatôs wrong with Explorer 8, since 

several people have wanted to go 

back to earlier versions. The answer 

was ñjust conflicts with some 

software, and a few new program 

bugs.ò Sounds familiar. 

 

If you want to save on ink and make 

printing faster, use Draft mode! 

Someone discovered the double 

benefit of doing this. Of course 

Meier reminded us of his solution to 

the ink problem ï he found a good 

deal on a color laser printer and has 

stopped those pesky problems of 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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AbiWord  ï Sometimes all you need I a good word 

processing program.. Why pay megabucks for an 

Office program suite that does word processing, 

spreadsheets, presentations and graphics?  when all 

you need is a good, solid word processor? Then 

you're in luck.  , AbiWord handles: images; mail 

merges; and insertion of page numbers, date and 

time, and other auto text.  It has a simple interface 

with simple icons and menus across the top of the 

page.  You won't need to spend hours trying to 

wrangle your way through ribbons or multi-level 

menus. 

 

PureRa is a simple tool that does a simple job: it 

removes files from your computer that other main-

stream cleaning programs tend to oversee. Some of 

our targets can simply be removed to create some 

valuable space while others are removed in an at-

tempt to repair certain problems because they will 

simply recreate themselves.   Among the files and 

folders it deletes are Config.msi Folder (contains 

temp files created during program installation, 

should have been removed by Windows Installer at 

the end of install process), Thumbs.db files, Icon-

cache.db (may be corrupted, when deleted Windows 

will automatically create a new one) and Desk-

top.ini (used to tell Windows to tell it how to dis-

play a folder).  

 

SaveAsPDF ï The Open Office program (a free Mi-

crosoft Office clone) lets you save documents as 

PDF files.  This program adds the ability to export 

and save files from 2007 Microsoft Office programs 

(Word, Excel, PowerPoint) in PDF format. It also 

allows you to send files as e-mail attachments in the 

PDF format in a subset of these programs. Specific 

features vary by program. 

Windows 7 Firewall Control Free lets 

you tell the Windows firewall to block 

applications from making outbound connec-

tions to the Internet, or to customize the way they 

make those connections. Outbound filters like this 

are important, because if you've been infected with a 

Trojan or similar software, that malware makes an 

outbound connection without your knowledge, let-

ting someone else take control of your PC. Some 

malware can also turn your PC into a spam-spewing 

robot, sending out email without your knowledge.  

September  Disk of  the Month  

 

 
$ 5.00

 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

South Sound Adobe 
User Group  
http://www.ssaug.org/ 
 

Meeting will be at Cascade Print, 

3321 S. Lawrence St, Tacoma, 

98409. Be sure to grab a ñbrown 

bagò. We are back to bringing in 

whatever we want to eaté. 5:30 for 

dinner and networking. 6:30 Meeting 

- 9:00 Dismissal 

 

We wanted to announce that the 

Adobe Photoshop Marketplace is 

live.   

 

Adobe Photoshop Marketplace is a 

place where anyone can publish 

information about their Photoshop-

related tools, solutions, or events, 

including details about user groups, 

hardware, software, training (e.g. 

books, DVDôs), events, etc. 

 

Hereôs the official link: http://

photoshopmarketplace.adobe.com 
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Check our web site, http://www.tapcug.org, for any 

changes that may have occurred after the Data Line 

was sent to our web site. 

 

 

Flight Simulator SIG:  Curtis Poree, e-mail: 

dustoff_2@msn.com / Neil Stahfest, e-mail: 

ncstahfest@msn.com.  

 

The next meeting of the Flight Simulator S.I.G. will be on 

the Tuesday, September 22, at 7:00 PM at the Pierce 

County Lakewood Branch Library.   

 

This month weôre going to talk about populating the 

virtual world of flight simulation.  Flight Simulator X, 

and to a lesser extent Flight Simulator 2004, has the 

ability to display cars, ships and other airplanes as you 

move through the scenery projected by your program.  In 

addition to this, there are add-on files available which, 

using real world airline schedules, will display passenger 

and freight carrying airplanes moving through your flight 

simulation world.  For example, if you load one of these 

files for Southwest Airlines you will see airplanes with 

Southwest Airlines markings arriving and departing at 

SeaTac Airport (as well as every other airport served by 

Southwest) at the scheduled times, parked at the terminal 

and in flight.  The installer, in expert mode, lists all of the 

simulated airlines already loaded in your flight simulator, 

the types and models of aircraft, as well as the airports 

served. 

 

Bring a flash drive or a blank CD to make copies of the 

files I will demonstrate. 

 

If you're having a problem with Flight Simulator or want 

to know how to get started, bring questions.  We welcome 

people new to flight simulation and visitors at our 

meetings.  If you have friends who might be interested in 

flight simulation, invite them to join us. 

 

 

Graphics/Scanner SIG: Barbara Grant, SIG Leader,  

Email: DL604@comcast.net 

 

We meet on the fourth Monday of the month 6:30 PM at 

the Lakewood Community Center computer lab. The next 

meeting will be September 28th.  

 

We have been discussing a few things regarding graphics; 

layering, cloning, and inserting pictures into other 

programs. The lab computers only use the Picasa photo 

editing program and I have other programs including 

Photoshop, Paint Shop, and Arc Soft which all edit 

graphics.  Each of them has a particular feature that I 

enjoy using and often switch back and forth to enhance 

what I am working on. 

 

There is a co-leader on this SIG and I am sincerely hoping 

that she, Doris, will be able to fill in where I am deficient.  

Come on down, we can learn together. 

 

 

Linux SIG: Joel Carlson, 253-549-2692; e-mail: 

Fox7777@CarlsonCo.net,  

 

The Linux SIG meeting is on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at the Lakewood Fire Station, 5000 Steilacoom 

Blvd SW, Lakewood, WA 98499 (by the water tower & 

on the West side of the complex) in Training Room #1 

(note that we are requesting Room #1 due to increasing 

attendance). 

 

Doors open by 6:30 PM for setup. Super fast T-1 internet 

connections available. 

 

We will look at the new released Linux distributions 

including Mepis Linux 7.00 (which runs on Debian & 

Kubuntu and adds improvements), PCLinuxOS 2007 

(which is well suited to new users), OpenSUSE 11.0 with 

One Click Software Install, Puppy Linux 4.0 for old/low 

capacity computers, flash drives, etc, Kubuntu 8.04 & 

Fedora 9. We will explore Virtual Private Networks 

(VPN), such as OpenVPN, virtual online meetings using 

Gizmo or Skype and Speech Recognition, such as 

XVoice. 

 

Linux is the revolution that is becoming the computer 

operating system of the future! Say good bye to expensive 

proprietary operating systems, viruses, worms, crashes, 

forced upgrades, infuriating popups & get a better, 

complete Linux operating system with all the applications 

you need for a very affordable price. 

 

Now is the time to make the move to Linux. We welcome 

you to join us. See http://www.Linux-Now.us 

 

 

WIN XP/New Users: Paul Duhay, SIG Leader, 584-

6358, email: pduhay@sbcglobal.net 

 

Meets on the second Monday of the month, 5:30 - 7:30 

pm at the Lakewood Community Center Computer Lab. 

Special Interest Groups (SIG)  

O c t o b e r  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  
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The Help Line  

 The following TAPCUG members have generously 

offered to serve as resources for other members in need of 

assistance with the programs listed. This service is free, 

but please respect their time, and use your manuals or the 

software vendor information line when recommended 

Call or E-mail your questions: 
 

A=Anytime D=Daytime E=Evening W=Weekend 

 

Where no time has been indicated, it is suggested you not 

call before 10 am or after 9 pm. 

 

 

 Word Processing(most): Maggie Smith        537-5494 

 E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com   A 

 

 

 Linux support: Joel Carlson 

 E-mail fox7777@CarlsonCo.net 

 

 John Wickcliffe 

 E-mail: johnwickl@comcast.net  

 

 

 MS Word:  Maggie Smith          537-5494 

  E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com   A 

  

 

 

To make changes or add your name to this list,  

e-mail Maggie at maggiebs@harbornet.com 

REMINDER TO ALL SIG LEADERS  
This is a reminder to all SIG Leaders. The 

quarterly SIG reports for April, May and June 
are due. Please send to 

Paul Duhay: PDuhay@sbcglobal.net 
or bring to the next General Meeting.  

Thank you. 

The next meeting will be September 14th  

 

The WIN XP/New Users SIG meetings will cover the 

basics of computer operation, including file 

management, Internet concepts, and 

application software (word processing, 

etc.). This SIG is open to any 

new or 

intermediate user 

who wants to begin 

to unravel the 

mysteries of their 

own computer. 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

 

Rely  on the ord inary  
v i r tues that  

in te l l igent ,  ba lanced 
human be ings have 

re l ied on for  
centur ies :  common 

sense,  thr i f t ,  rea l is t ic  
expectat ions,  pat ience 

and perseverance. 
- - Unknown 
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Moving on to Vista ð Part 24  
by Neil Stahfest 

Tacoma Area PC User Group 

 

The Windows Sidebar is intended to provide you with 

quick access to information you use a lot, without 

cluttering up your desktop.  By default it resides on the 

right side of your desktop and usually contains a clock, 

news updates and a calendar, which Windows calls 

gadgets. 

 

The Sidebar itself is transparent and the information, 

displayed by the ñgadgetsò on it, is continuously updated 

to remain current for as long as they are displayed.  

Depending upon who built your computer and installed 

Windows, the default gadgets shown may vary.  Initially 

I thought that the Sidebar was a waste of space on my 

desktop.  Having a new wide display screen and after 

some experience using it, however, it seems that the 

amount of screen space is less critical.  Using the wide 

screen on my laptop I find that Iôm not really giving up 

much space that I would use for other applications, such 

as Microsoft Word.  Iôve found it convenient to have a 

calendar, weather updates and my contact list available 

at all times.  If you decide to close the Sidebar, all you 

have to do is move your mouse pointer to a blank area 

beneath the Sidebar gadgets, right-click in empty space 

beneath the gadgets to open a window of commands (red 

circle in FIGURE 1) and then clicking on ñClose 

Sidebarò.  You can restore a closed Sidebar by clicking 

on its icon, located on the right-hand side of your 

Windows Task Bar. 

 

You can manipulate the order of the visible gadgets by 

putting your mouse pointer on top of a gadget, holding 

down you left mouse button and dragging the gadget up 

or down.  You can remove individual gadgets by moving 

your mouse pointer on top of the gadget, right-clicking 

and then click on ñClose Gadgetò.  Right-clicking on a 

gadget gives you options including moving a gadget off 

the Sidebar to another portion of your display or deleting 

it from the Sidebar. 

 

Now that you know how to remove items from the 

Windows Sidebar, I should mention that you can add to 

and customize the gadgets on your Sidebar from a large 

selection of gadgets.  These are available by clicking on 

the plus sign at the top of the Sidebar (yellow circle in 

FIGURE 1).   

 

This opens up a new window (FIGURE 2) which 

contains a number of immediately useable gadgets.  To 

select one of these, put your mouse pointer over it and 

drag it to the Windows Sidebar.  For a greater selection 

of gadgets, click at the lower right corner of the Window 

where it says ñGet more gadgets on-lineò.  This will take 

you to a Microsoft web site with a huge selection of 

gadgets.  If after searching around this web page, you 

donôt see what you want, look for the ñFind more 

gadgetsò search box near the top of the page.  Type in 

what you are looking for and search.  There may be some 

gadgets on this web page that are not free, but I havenôt 

found any. 

 

You can gain even more control of the Sidebar through 

your Windows Control Panel.  Start by clicking on 

ñStartò, select ñControl Panelò and then click on ñClassic 

Viewò in the upper left corner of your control panel 

(Continued on page 7) 

O c t o b e r  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  
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http://www.worldstart.com  
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____________________________ 

Copyright 2009, WorldStart. All 

unauthorized reproduction strictly  

prohibited. Finally, you agree that if you 

try any of the above tips, suggestions, or 

advice it is at your own risk. 

window.  This will present you with dozens of icons, 

probably arranged in alphabetical order.  Look for the 

icon labeled ñWindows Sidebarò and click on it.  You 

should see the Windows Sidebar Properties window as 

shown in Figure 3. 

 

Youôll note that the first item on this menu must be 

checked to start the Sidebar when Windows starts.  This 

is the default condition.  This window also gives you an 

option to always place the Sidebar on top of all other 

windows as well as to place the Sidebar on the right or 

left side of your screen.  ñDisplay Sidebar on monitorò 

allows users with more than one monitor to select which 

one will display the Sidebar.   

 

Before I forget, youôll find that any icons located beneath 

the transparent Windows Sidebar will not work.  You 

need to close the Sidebar first and then they will function 

normally.  For more information about using the 

Windows Sidebar and gadgets, click on ñStartò, ñHelp 

and Supportò and then type ñWindows Sidebarò in the 

ñsearchò window.   

 

(Continued from page 6) 

inkjets. 

 

John Marsh has a seven year old 

computer he is ready to give 

away. 

 

We learned a lot from John 

Wickliffe's presentation about the 

TAPCUG website. John has 

taken it over and we can expect 

more active screens, since he is 

beginning to use animation and 

ñfly-ins.ò Everyone enjoyed the 

new look. John is open to 

questions and suggestions from 

members, too, so let him know. 

 

I always appreciate the new 

goodies Neil has found during the 

month in his Disk of the Month. 

Itôs in detail in the August Data 

Line, and you can still probably 

get a copy. My favorite from this 

one is PDF2EXE, which converts 

any PDF file to EXE (text) file ï I 

can use that one for sure. 

 

Even if you canôt find time to run 

for office, please consider signing 

the list for providing 

refreshments. Itôs fun to do, and 

you get reimbursed for what you 

spend. We look forward to seeing 

what the goodies are each month. 

October and November are still 

blank, hint, hint.  

The program for September will 

be on WORD macros. Letôs hear 

about that on September 19, 9:30 

a.m. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Install Those  
Updates  
By Marjie Tucker,  

Newsletter Editor, Mountain Com-

puter User Group, Georgia 

www.mcug.org 

mcug (at) dnet.net 

 
This article has been obtained from AP-

CUG with the authorôs permission for 

publication by APCUG member groups; 

all other uses require the permission of 

the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Are you taking every precaution to 

safeguard the data on your com-

puter? If you answer "yes" because 

you have turned on the Windows 

Firewall and use anti-virus and anti-

spyware software, that's great. How-

ever, you may be forgetting some-

thing very important - installing soft-

ware updates. 

 

Software usually contains bugs that 

are not found until the general public 

uses it. Because of this, all compa-

nies including Microsoft and Apple 

periodically make updates available 

to fix the bugs that have appeared. 

Many viruses and worms are written 

specifically to take advantage of 

holes that appear in operating sys-

tems and other programs. If you 

don't install the latest updates to your 

computer, those holes will remain 

and your data will be vulnerable to 

the malware. 

 

Both Windows XP and Windows 

Vista have the ability to automati-

cally download the most important 

updates as they are posted. To ensure 

that this is happening on your com-

puter use the Control Panel to go to 

the Windows Security Center and 

make certain that the Automatic Up-

dates are turned on. If Automatic 

Updating shows a green On color, 

then the updates will be downloaded. 

If the function for Automatic Up-

dates is disabled, use the setting 

available to turn it on. 

 

When the updates have been 

downloaded to your computer you 

are notified of their presence. This 

usually occurs with a small golden 

icon in the lower right-hand corner 

of your taskbar that reads "Updates 

are ready for your computer." If you 

click on the icon and give permis-

sion, the update will install immedi-

ately, usually in the background so 

you can continue working. After it is 

installed you may be asked to give 

permission for your computer to re-

boot. 

 

However, if you tell the computer 

not to install this update, the mes-

sage that it is available may stay on 

your computer permanently, as it 

waits for you to click that it can now 

be installed. If you see the gold icon 

on your taskbar, check to see if you 

have updates waiting right now so 

you can protect your computer. 

 

There May Be Additional Updates 

Sometimes there are optional up-

dates available that won't be 

downloaded automatically. For that 

reason it's a good idea to check the 

Microsoft Update website periodi-

cally. The easiest way to check is to 

use the link you can find on your 

Start Menu. 

 

That link will take you directly to the 

Microsoft Update site where you can 

choose between the Express or Cus-

tom method of installing available 

updates. Custom is preferable so you 

can determine if there are any up-

dates you don't want to install. 

 

Click on the Custom button and then 

wait while the Microsoft site com-

pares your computer's software 

against the Microsoft database. 

Eventually you will see a list of up-

dates that are missing from your 

computer. Any High-Priority 

(important for security) updates will 

already be selected to be 

downloaded. However, you need to 

look at the Optional Updates to 

choose the ones you want to include. 

Click on Software, Optional and 

choose all that are shown. You 

should need all of these. If any Hard-

ware, Optional updates are shown, 

you should be a little choosier. If 

your hardware is working properly, 

you may want to skip these driver 

updates. But if you are suffering any 

hardware problems, these updates 

may solve your problems. 

 

 After you have chosen the updates 

you want to download, click on In-

stall Updates at the top of the screen 

and the download will begin. This 

may take quite a bit of time, depend-

ing on the number and size of the 

updates being downloaded. This 

would actually be a good time to 

take a coffee break or make that im-

portant telephone call. 

 

You can view a list of the updates 

you have installed on your computer 

at the Add or Remove Programs lo-

cation on your Control Panel. At the 

top of the screen you will see a small 

box labeled "Show Updates."  Click 

in that box and all your Microsoft 

updates will be displayed. 

 

This screen is very useful if you en-

counter difficulty after installing an 

update or service pack. You can al-

ways find the update and uninstall it 

through this screen. 

 

You can also easily see if your com-

puter contains the latest Windows 

Service Packs by looking at the 

Properties of My Computer. Right-

click over the My Computer icon 

and choose Properties. The most re-

cently installed Service Pack will be 

listed on this screen. 

 

Don't Forget Your Anti-MalWare 

Programs 

Of course, it's also critical to con-

stantly update your anti-malware 

programs. Viruses, worms, and spy-

ware are constantly being developed 

(Continued on page 9) 
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and these protection programs work 

hard to provide fixes. When possi-

ble, also set these programs for auto-

matic updates and regularly perform 

a manual update just to make certain 

that you don't miss any patches or 

new program features. 

 

And, Remember Your Other Soft-

ware 

 

We've spent most of our time talking 

about Microsoft software. Your 

other programs, such as Adobe 

Reader and Java also receive regular 

updates. Look at the settings for 

those to be sure they are updating 

automatically. This is especially im-

portant if you have any difficulty 

while working with a program. The 

solution may be a simple as install-

ing the latest patch. 

 

Apple Software Updates 

Apple also frequently releases up-

dates that you can download and 

install. To check your Mac for 

patches, use the Apple menu and 

choose Software Updates.  

 

You can also set your Mac to get 

Automatic Updates by choosing Sys-

tem Preferences from the Apple 

menu. Choose View and Software 

Update. One of the choices is Auto-

matic and you can also choose a time 

for the computer to check the Apple 

website. 

 

Stay Secure 

Remember to set your operating sys-

tem and programs for Automatic 

Updates, install those updates, and 

periodically check the websites 

manually to ensure that you have all 

the latest patches. This is an easy 

and inexpensive way to help protect 

your data. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Social Networking ð 
What is it, really?  
Written by Phil Sorrentino, 

President, Sarasota PCUG, Florida 

www.spcug.org 

president (at) spcug.org 

 
This article has been obtained from 

APCUG with the authorôs permission 

for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e-mail 

address above). 

 

Social Networking is all over the 

news; Facebook, LinkedIn, and 

Twitter are the ones that get the most 

play. So what are they, really? Well, 

theyôre websites that provide another 

way of keeping in touch with 

friends, family, and associates. What 

are some older social networking 

methods? Maybe, the Telegram, the 

Telephone, Visiting on Sunday, 

Writing Letters. These are all ways 

of keeping in touch with your family 

and/or circle of friends. Yesterday 

we had these less technical ways of 

keeping in touch. Today we have the 

computer to help us keep in touch 

via email, instant messaging, Voice 

Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) 

telephone, and social networking. 

Social networking has encouraged 

new ways to communicate and share 

information. Social networking 

websites are being used regularly by 

millions of people, and it now seems 

that social networking will become a 

regular part of everyday computer 

life. 

 

Social Networking is probably the 

newest technology and revolves 

around an internet website that 

provides social networking services. 

How about this for a definition of a 

social network: A site that allow 

individuals to construct a public or 

semi-public profile within a bounded 

system; to create a list of other users 

with whom they have a connection; 

and to view their list of connections 

and those made by others within the 

system. With that in mind, a social 

network focuses on building online 

communities of people who share 

interests and/or activities. Most 

social network services are web 

based and provide a variety of ways 

for users to interact, such as e-mail 

and instant messaging. 

 

On many of the large Social 

Networking sites, participants are 

not necessarily ñnetworkingò or 

looking to meet new people; instead, 

they are primarily communicating 

with people who are already a part of 

their extended social network, such 

as on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

While it could be said that email and 

regular websites have most of the 

essential elements of social 

networks, the social networking sites 

make it easy to use. Hereôs a look at 

some of the more popular sites. 

 

Linkedin (www.linkedin.com) ï 

LinkedIn is mostly for business 

people and professionals. People use 

it to maintain contacts and to 

develop new business opportunities. 

To use LinkedIn, you create a profile 

where you describe yourself, listing 

work and education history, skills, 

specialties, etc. Just like a resume. 

Once you have your profile, you 

start connecting to others. Thatôs the 

driving force behind LinkedIn. You 

use your connections to promote 

yourself and build relationships. 

 

Twitter (www.twitter.com) ï Twitter 

is a micro blogging service. When it 

started out, people used it to tell 

others what they were doing at 

various times during the day. Now it 

has evolved into a way to tell people 

about your activities and then 

provide a link to further details. 

SPCUG as a group could have its 

own Twitter account. Once we had 

(Continued on page 10) 
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it, interested members could 

ñfollowò it and receive our group 

information known as ñtweetsò 

delivered to them. A Twitter ñtweetò 

has a limit of 140 characters. This 

may possibly be a substitute for our 

use of Constant Contact to contact 

the membership for changes in 

educational class schedules. 

 

Facebook 

(www.backbook.com).Facebook is 

sort of a cross between LinkedIn and 

Twitter. Facebook used to be mainly 

for students, but has become more 

mainstream. Like LinkedIn, you 

build a profile of yourself, where 

you talk about what your interests 

and hobbies are. Like Twitter, you 

can do micro blogging about things 

you want people to know. In 

Facebook, you have friends as 

opposed to connections or followers. 

 

Users of Social Networks, in 

general, can upload a picture of 

themselves, create their ñprofileò and 

can often be ñfriendsò with other 

users. In most social networks, both 

users must confirm that they are 

friends before they are linked. For 

example, if Alice lists Bob as a 

friend, then Bob would have to 

approve Aliceôs friend request 

before they are listed as friends. 

Some social networking sites have a 

ñfavoritesò feature that does not need 

approval from the other user. Social 

networks usually have privacy 

controls that allow the user to choose 

who can view their profile or contact 

them, etc. 

 

Privacy of Social Networks is a big 

concern. On large social networks, 

there have been growing concerns 

about users giving out too much 

personal information and the threat 

of sexual predators. Users of these 

networks need to be aware of data 

theft and viruses. However, large 

networks often work with law 

enforcement to try to prevent such 

incidents. 

 

Access to oneôs information is also 

of great concern. Many social 

networks such as Facebook, provide 

the user the choice of who can view 

their profile. This prevents 

unauthorized user(s) from accessing 

their information. To edit 

information on a social network 

account, the site usually requires you 

to login or provide an access code. 

This prevents unauthorized users 

from editing an account such as 

posting pictures or changing 

personal information. 

 

Social Networking is a promising 

new technology for staying in touch. 

Give it a try, there must be some 

group of people you would like to 

keep in touch with.  

(Continued from page 9) 

The Best Things In Life Are Free  

Written by Lou Torraca, President, 

The TUG, HI 

www.the-tug.org 

AF06HI(at)gmail.com 

 
This article has been obtained from 

APCUG with the authorôs permission 

for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e-mail 

address above). 

 

The moon belongs to everyone,  

The best things in life are free.  

The stars belong to everyone,  

They gleam there for you and me.  

The flowers in spring, the robins that 

sing,  

The moonbeams that shine, they're 

yours, they're mine.  

And love can come to everyone,  

The best things in life are free.   

 

So goes the song, written in 1927, 

way before PCs were all the rage! 

Well, guess what, some of the best 

programs and utilities for your PC 

are also free, yup, I said free! I have 

been asked a lot of questions 

recently about some of them so I 

decided to do a list of the ones I use 

plus others I know about and have 

been tried and recommended. 

 

Thinking about a new computer? 

Are you a bit techie? If so, you could 

save yourself some money as well as 

have the satisfaction of putting your 

own together by yourself. Not so 

inclined? You can still save on 

programs and utilities. Without 

further ado, here is a list for you to 

consider.  

 

First for the techie who wants to put 

together their own PCéan operating 

system that is totally free. 

 

 

What is Ubuntu?  

Ubuntu is a community developed 

operating system that is perfect for 

laptops, desktops and servers. 

Whether you use it at home, at 

school or at work Ubuntu contains 

all the applications you'll ever need, 

from word processing and email 

applications, to web server software 

and programming tools. 

 

Ubuntu is and always will be free of 

charge. You do not pay any licensing 

fees. You can download, use and 

share Ubuntu with your friends, 

family, school or business for 

absolutely nothing. 

 

New versions are released every six 

months. That means you'll always 

have the latest and greatest 

applications that the open source 

world has to offer. 

 

Ubuntu is designed with security in 

mind. You get free security updates 

for at least 18 months on the desktop 

and server. With the Long Term 

Support (LTS) version you get three 

years support on the desktop, and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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____________________________ 
Copyright 2009, WorldStart. All 

unauthorized reproduction strictly  

prohibited. Finally, you agree that if you try 

any of the above tips, suggestions, or advice 

it is at your own risk. 

 

five years on the server. There is no 

extra fee for the LTS version, we 

make our very best work available to 

everyone on the same free terms. 

Upgrades to new versions of Ubuntu 

are and always will be free of 

charge. 

 

Everything you need comes on one 

CD, providing a complete working 

environment. Additional software is 

available online. 

 

The graphical installer enables you 

to get up and running quickly and 

easily. A standard installation should 

take less than 25 minutes. 

 

Once installed your system is 

immediately ready-to-use. On the 

desktop you have a full set of 

productivity, internet, drawing and 

graphics applications, and games. 

Pretty neat isnôt it? Download: http://

www.ubuntu.com/  

 

 

Now for everyone else, here are 

some really excellent programs and 

utilities you can have at no cost. 

(BTW, many of these free programs 

and utilities have a donation button 

where you can voluntarily help the 

developer with updates, new apps, 

etc. I suggest you try the app first 

and then if you really like it and 

decide to keep it, you can make a 

donation, however this is strictly a 

voluntary thing.) 

 

 

First is the number one priorityé

anti virus. Iôve used both AVG and 

Avast for a long time and, knock on 

wood, have never had a problem. 

Both also have pay versions that 

include lots of other stuff, but Iôll be 

listing all those types of apps as we 

go along.  

 

To download AVG: http://

free.avg.com/download-avg-anti-

virus-free-edition 

To download Avast!: http://

www.avast.com/eng/download-avast

-home.html 

 

Both of these work well and provide 

you with protection from viruses, but 

do yourself a favor and read the 

information that both provide and 

follow the instructionséthis applies, 

of course, to all programs, apps and 

utilities!      

 

 

Next, you need a firewall and the 

most popular and the one I use is 

Zone Alarm which for a free app, 

provides a lot of flexibility and 

prevents the bad guys from getting 

into your computer as well as 

making your computer invisible to 

anyone on the internet. To download 

the free version: http://

www.zonealarm.com/security/en-us/

zonealarm-pc-security-free-

firewall.htm 

 

 

10 years of malware experience 

combined in one dynamic 

application. Ad-Aware - 

Anniversary Edition offers radically 

improved performance and 

efficiency, along with 

comprehensive malware protection. 

With real-time monitoring, threat 

alerts, and automatic updates you 

can rest easy knowing that you are 

protected. Download: http://

www.lavasoft.com/products/

ad_aware_free.php 

 

SpyBot-Search and Destroy 

complements adaware. 

éif you see new toolbars in Internet 

Explorer that you didn't install, or 

you experience other problems, you 

may have spyware. This program 

helps prevent marketing companies 

from gathering information about 

your Web surfing and purchasing 

habits, and selling it to advertisers. 

Download: http://

download.cnet.com/Spybot-Search-

amp-Destroy/3000-8022_4-

10122137.html  

 

Windows Defender is a free program 

that helps you stay productive by 

protecting your computer against 

pop-ups, slow performance and 

security threats caused by spyware 

and other potentially unwanted 

software. All 3 of these programs 

work to keep your PC running 

smoothly. I use them and they 

definitely make a difference. 

 

 

Now you have your PC pretty well 

protected, how about productivity 

apps? No problem; OpenOffice.org 3 

is the leading open-source office 

software suite for word processing, 

spreadsheets, presentations, 

graphics, databases and more.    

 

It is available in many languages and 

works on all common computers. It 

stores all your data in an 

international open standard format 

and can also read and write files 

from other common office software 

packages. It can be downloaded and 

used completely free of charge for 

any purpose. Sounds like the big 

guys Office? It does and it also does 

pretty much everything that other 

guy does! Download: http://

download.openoffice.org/  

 

 

Next, a free program that rivals 

Adobe Photoshopéand we know 

what that costs! 

 

The name is a bit misleading but the 

program is spectacular!  GIMP can 

be used to process digital graphics 

and photographs. Typical uses 

include creating graphics and logos, 

resizing and cropping photos, 

changing colors, combining images 

using a layer paradigm, removing 

unwanted image features, and 

converting between different image 

formats. GIMP can also be used to 

create animated images using an 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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improved layers method. The full 

capabilities of the GIMP extend 

much further, however, and include 

advanced image editing, 

manipulation, and professional 

graphics creation. It is often used as 

a free software replacement for 

Adobe Photoshop, which is the 

dominant bitmap editor in the 

printing and graphics industries.  

Download: http://

www.dphotojournal.com/download-

gimp-photo-software/  

 

 

To keep your system running at its 

best, CCleaner is a freeware system 

optimization, privacy and cleaning 

tool. 

 

It removes unused files from your 

system - allowing Windows to run 

faster and freeing up valuable hard 

disk space. It also cleans traces of 

your online activities such as your 

Internet history. Additionally it 

contains a fully featured registry 

cleaner. But the best part is that it's 

fast (normally taking less than a 

second to run) and contains NO 

Spyware or Adware! :) Download: 

http://www.ccleaner.com/ While 

youôre there, Iôd also recommend 

downloading their defraggler, 

another app which will help keep 

your system running smoothly. You 

can schedule daily, weekly or just 

manual defragséitôs pretty easy to 

use and does an excellent job. 

 

 

Last, but not least, a program I can't 

live without. Yankee Clipper III, a 

powerful Windows clipboard 

extender/memory-now in its third 

generation. Handles Pictures, 

Richtext, URLs, etc-any size. 

Features printing, drag and drop, 

optional permanent storage of 

clippings. Familiar "Outlook" 

interface. Just a couple of its 

features: Saves past 200 text and 

RTF, 20 BMP and Metafile, and 200 

URL clipboard entries. Has the 

ability to save and re-use 

"boilerplate" clippings. Simply right-

click on the item and select "send to 

boilerplate". Unlimited boilerplate 

collections can be created.  

Download: http://

www.intelexual.com/products/YC3 

 

 

That's it until next time. If you like 

the freebies on this list, login at the 

top of the page and let me know; 

there are lots more out there. Enjoy 

all the goodies, but remember to be 

careful as the bad guys are lurking! 

 

Aloha, Lou 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Broadsides  
Compiled by Ron Broadhurst, 

a member of the Space Coast PC 

Users Group, Inc., FL 

The Space Coast PC Journal,  

June 2009 

www.scpcug.com 

shiron (at) cfl.rr.com 

 
This article has been obtained from 

APCUG with the authorôs permission 

for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e-mail 

address above). 

 

Dear friends, 

These ideas are compiled from years 

of accumulations from various 

magazines, books, on-line sites and 

my own personal experience. I claim 

neither originality nor ownership to 

any of its contents. My only intent is 

to share the various ñtips, ñtricksò, & 

ñhintsò in hopes of helping & maybe 

enhancing your computing 

experiences. They are all intended 

for anyone who uses a PC. It is for 

beginners as well as advanced users. 

Enjoy and use as you will. 

 

 

Ron 

Broadhurst 

 

 

 

TURN OFF INDEXING TO 

SPEED UP XP 

 

Windows XP keeps a record of all 

files on the hard disk so when you 

do a search on the hard drive it is 

faster. There is a downside to this 

and because the computer has to 

index all files, it will slow down 

normal file commands like open, 

close, etc. If you do not do a whole 

lot of searches on your hard drive 

then you may want to turn this 

feature off: 

 

Å Open My Computer. 

Å Right-click your hard drive 

icon and select Properties. 

Å At the bottom of the window 

youôll see ñAllow indexing 

service to index this disk for 

faster searches,ò uncheck this 

and click ok. 

Å A new window will pop up and 

select Apply to all folders and 

subfolders. 

 

It will take a minute or two for the 

changes to take affect but then you 

should enjoy slightly faster 

performance. 

 

 

CORRECTING SYSTEM HANG 

AT STARTUP 

 

If your system hangs about 2 or 3 

minutes at startup, where you canôt 

access the Start button or the 

Taskbar, it may be due to one 

specific service (Background 

Intelligent Transfer) running in the 

(Continued on page 13) 
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background. Microsoft put out a 

patch for this but it didnôt work for 

me. Hereôs what you do: 

 

Å Click on Start/Run, type 

ómsconfigô, and then click 

óOKô. 

Å   Go to the óServicesô tab; find 

the óBackground Intelligent 

Transferô service. Disable it, 

apply the changes & reboot. 

 

 

CHANGE THE START MENU 

STYLE TO CLASSIC  

 

Does the new Windows XP Start 

menu take up too much space on 

your desktop? You can easily change 

the look back to the Windows 

Classic Start menu by following 

these steps: 

 

Å Rightïclick the Start button, 

and then click Properties. 

Å Click Classic Start menu. 

Å Click the Customize button to 

select items to display on the 

Start menu. 

 

By default, selecting the Classic 

Start menu also adds the My 

Documents, My Computer, My 

Network Places, and Internet 

Explorer icons to your desktop. 

 

 

DISPLAY YOUR QUICK 

LAUNCH TOOLBAR  

 

Å Right-click an empty area on 

the taskbar, click Toolbars, 

and then click Quick Launch. 

Å Easy as that your Quick 

Launch bar appears. 

Å To add items to your Quick 

Launch toolbar, click the icon 

for the program you want to 

add, and drag it to the Quick 

Launch portion of the taskbar. 

 

 

 

KEEP YOUR FAVORITE 

PROGRAMS NEAR THE TOP 

OF THE START MENU  

 

Do you have a favorite program that 

you frequently use? Elevate its 

priority on the Start menu by putting 

it at the top of the list. This ensures 

that the program will remain on 

the Start menu and cannot be 

bumped by other programs, even if 

you use the others more frequently. 

 

Right-click the link to your favorite 

program on the Start menu and 

select Pin to Start Menu. Your 

program will be moved permanently 

to the top part of the list, just below 

your browser and e-mail programs. 

 

 

CHANGE OUT YOUR POINTER 

SCHEME 

 

Tired of seeing your pointer as an 

arrow or an hourglass all the time? 

Windows XP offers a number of 

alternative pointer schemes, such as 

Dinosaur, Ocean and Sports: 

 

Å Open the Control Panel, double

-click Mouse, and select the 

Pointers tab. (If you start in 

Category view, select 

Appearance and Themes, then 

click Mouse Pointers under 

ñSee Alsoò). 

Å Next to Schemes, click the 

down arrow and select a 

scheme to preview its pointers. 

   Click OK to apply the scheme 

to your desktop. 

 

 

CREATE A PERSONAL 

SCREEN SAVER 

 

For a great way to put your digital 

photos to work, try creating a slide 

show presentation for use as a screen 

saver. 

Å Rightïclick an empty spot on 

your desktop, and then click 

Properties. 

Å Click the Screen Saver tab. 

Å In the Screen saver list, click 

My Pictures Slideshow. 

Å Click Settings to make any 

adjustments, such as how 

often the pictures should 

change, what size they should 

be, and whether youôll use 

transition effects between 

pictures, and then click OK. 

 

Now your screen saver is a random 

display of the pictures taken from 

your My Pictures folder. 

(Continued from page 12) 

How to Print in Grayscale  
Maggie Smith, Editor  
 
Here is how to print the newsletter 

in grayscale.  

 

In Adobe Reader or Adobe 

Acrobat, go to File/Print Setup. 

Then click on the Properties. 

Click on the Color tab on the right 

side. Go down towards the middle 

and check the box Grayscale. 

Then OK. Done. Easy, huh? 

If you made it this far, you 

probably have wondered 

why the newsletter is so 

late. Iôve been having 

headaches, bad enough, that 

chopping off my head 

would be less pain. (Dave 

says he wonôt do it.) 

Maggie, Editor 
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TAPCUG ADS IN THE DATA LINE  

A 
s you can see, TAPCUG is offering space in our Data Line publication for business card 

size advertising by Computer oriented businesses or Computer educational entities that are 

consistent with the aims of our club. The cost is very reasonable. It is $10 per month for a 

single insertion or $75 for a yearly rate. Larger size ads are proportionately priced. 

Printing is a very large club expense and it is the Board of Directors hope that some of the costs can 

be offset. We urge our members to discuss our ad campaign with prospective advertisers. We print 

300 copies per month and send copies, not only to our members, but also selected clubs and 

dignitaries that are in close proximity to the Tacoma Area PC Users Group. We ask that black and 

white copies be submitted to the Data Line Editor no later than the 15th of the month. Checks should 

be made out to TAPCUG. 

Advertise Here! 
 

Rates: $10 Per issue, single card size 

 $20 Per issue, double card size 

Special : $75 (12 Issues) single card 

 $150 (12 Issues) double card 

 

*Al l  ads must be Computer related 

*Copy must be submitted by the 15th 

*Ad size is standard business card 

 

Single Business Card, 3 1/2ó X 2ó 

Double Business Card, 7ó X 2ó 
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Adobe Group 

  Kathryn  

  Whitacre 

   752-2296 

Stretch calendar to: 7.269ò X 9.362ò using Format Picture, position is .624ò x .620ò 

NWAP Contact 

clubinfo@nwapplpkrs.

org 

Data Line 

Deadline!! 

Please 

Do you have a special holiday OR event (any time of the year) you would like me to include on our calendar? 

Send me a message and I will find clip art for it, UNLESS you have a favorite clip. Maggie Smith, Editor  
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General 

  Meeting 

  TAPCUG 

  9:30 AM 

Computer Lab PM 

   5:30PM-7:30PM 
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