
Reminder! The September meeting will be on the THIRD 

Saturday instead of the second. Please put that on your 

calendar. That will be September 19
th. 

 

Even in the lovely summer weather, there were 44 

people present at our July TAPCUG monthly meeting! 

That included three visitors: John Fisher, who said he 

attended a ñlong time ago;ò Barney Rutherford, also a 

member a ñlong time ago;ò and Susan Wilcox. We are 

always happy to have visitors and returning members. 

We think our group has a lot to offer anyone interested 

in the use of computers in todayôs world. 

 

Incidentally, Carl Fisk, who gave an interesting program 

on modifying pictures, said he has been a member so 

long he has been through five different meeting places! 

 

The August 8th program will be interesting to everyone, I 

think, because our new webmaster, John Wickliffe, will 

tell us what he has done with the website. Then on 

September 19th, remembering the third Saturday as our 

meeting time, Joel Carson will present a program on 

Linux, the up and coming operating system that may just 

give Microsoft a run for its money. 

There were two ñDragonò programs in the raffle in July, 

quite a gift for anyone interested in using voice 

recognition to get free of keyboarding. Dick Meier has 

been using ñDragonò for a while, and he indicated he 

will offer classes if we want to learn it. Apparently, there 

is a learning curve that might be daunting. Dick can help 

us get over any rough spots in that process. 

 

Please note the need for volunteers to furnish 

refreshments for the rest of this calendar year. Since we 

usually have a pot luck in December, that leaves only a 

few months ï and remember, we are trying to take turns 

so there isnôt a burden on any one or two people. 

 

We will soon have a slate of officers for members to 

vote on. 

 

The Open Question/Answer period was very productive, 

as people shared their concerns and their knowledge. I 

continue to be amazed at the way people in this club 

share so willingly. I keep emphasizing the main 

advantages for belonging to TAPCUG ï there are four 

advantages ï remember what they are? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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GENERAL MEETING  

Saturday - August 8th - 9:30 AM 

Lakewood Community Center (see map on page 14) 

 

Linux 
 

Presented by Joel Carlson 
 

Refreshments by:  

Alice Grenier and Mutsie Poreé  

 

Raffle will follow  

Open Labs are 8/14 & 8/28, the 2nd & 4th Fridays,
 
at the Lakewood Community Center  
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June 

Durston, Norma 

Fisk, Carl  

Grenier, Alice 

 

 

 

July 

Olson, Pamelia 

Ward, Edward 

Watson, Larry  

 

 

August 

Danisher, Andy/Helen 

Grant, Barbara 

Korte, Sylvia 

Leary, Sherrell 

Page, Doris 

Surarus, William/Beryl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Month 

Haun, Bob 

Lund, Faye 

DeVick, James 

Daum, Richard 

Membership Expirations  Board of Directors 

Dick Meier - Co-President 

 584-2207 

 RichardMeier1@Comcast.net 

Edryce Reynolds - Co-President 

 752-1893 

 Edryce@yahoo.com 

Vice President 

 

 

Dick Meier - Acting Secretary 

 584-2207 

 RichardMeier1@Comcast.net 

Barbara Jackson - Treasurer 

 564-9664 

 c21Jackson@aol.com 

 

Directors 

Joel Carlson Dir. to 2008 

 Fox7777@carlsonco.net  

 Neil Stahfest Dir. to 2008 
 NCStahfest@msn.com 

John Boyle Dir. to 2009 

 JBoyle@harbornet.com 

Carl Fisk Dir. to 2009 

 CarlFisk@seanet.com 

Maggie Smith Dir. to 2009 

 maggiebs@harbornet.com 

Past President 

 Cyndie Carr 

 Carbarn2@mindspring.com 
 

 

 

 

SIG Leaders 

Flight Simulator, Curt Poreé 

Graphics/Scanner, Barbara Grant 

Linux, Joel Carlson 

Win XP/New Users, Paul Duhay 
 

 

 

 

Support Staff 

Membership Chair 

 Katie Lichtenwalter  

Public Relations 

  

Membership Database 

 Maggie Smith 

Shareware Librarian 

 Neil Stahfest 

Program Coordinator 

 Cyndie Carr 

Asst. Program Coordinator 

  

Equipment Chair 

 John Wickliffe 

Genôl Meeting Refreshments 

 Alice Grenier 

Facilities Coordinator 

 Dick Meier 

Web Page Masters 

 John Wickliffe/Dick Meier 

Data Line Editor  

 Maggie Smith 

If your name is in this list, your membership dues need to be renewed. Please 

pay at the next General Meeting, or print the last page of the newsletter and 

submit to our Treasurer with your payment. Your e-mail is important, it is 

how I notify you when the Data Line is ready to be downloaded.  

I do not give your address to anyone.ðMaggie, Editor  

 

Carl Fisk demonstrated editing using 

Picasa 3, which was interesting to 

everyone.  Carl finds straightforward 

and simple ways to accomplish things. 

 

There is a new Microsoft program called 

ñBING,ò which bears some looking into. 

Someone should do a program on it after 

experimenting with it. The co-presidents 

discussed the possibility of having a 

program on ñNostalgiaò ï remembering 

the olden days of computing. Weôd 

share and ask for audience sharing, too. 

Could be fun. 

 

So, donôt get sunburned, have fun, and 

come to Lakewood Community/Senior 

Center at 9:30 a.m. on August 8. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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JDiskReport determines which files and folders could 

stand a little slimming. Many of us have only a dim idea 

of which files and folders hog the most space on our PC's 

hard drives. This analytical program simplifies your 

drive's profile; its "perspectives" include pie charts, bar 

charts, and details tables. Details, such as absolute and 

relative sizes and size distribution, give you an idea of 

the tasks that weigh most heavily on your drive space. 

JDiskReport includes information distribution of modifi-

cation dates and distribution of file types, helping you to 

weed out old versions and duplicates. It also collects lists 

of the 100 largest, oldest, and newest files--another leg 

up in targeting items for deletion. 

 

ToDo - Organize your tasks in a hierarchical tree so you 

know how much you have done, and how much you 

haven't! Quickly add and remove tasks, check them as 

finished, print out your lists, prioritize tasks and even 

add notes! ToDo even helpfully remembers the last .todo 

list you had open and reloads it for you on startup as 

shown below: 

 

PDF2EXE is 

a freeware 

program to 

quickly con-

vert PDF to 

EXE, making 

PDF readable 

on any com-

puter without 

Adobe Reader 

or Adobe Ac-

robat software 

installed. The 

c o n v e r s i o n 

from PDF to 

EXE preserves the look and feel of the original docu-

ment. With PDF2EXE, you can distribute your Adobe 

PDF files to your customers, share PDF documents with 

your friends without worrying about whether 

they can read it or not. PDF2EXE users can 

have more control over PDF files. 

 

Ashampoo FireWall - You probably know that you 

need a firewall program to use the Internet safely. In ad-

dition to protecting you against attacks from the Internet, 

a good firewall will also tell you when programs in-

stalled on your computer are trying to phone home and 

enable you to prevent them from doing it. This is some-

thing that WindowsÈ own firewall doesnôt do, and itôs 

essential for identifying and stopping the activities of 

many malicious virus and spyware programs. For exam-

ple, this enables you to prevent your computer from be-

ing turned into a ñzombieò controlled by spammers or 

destructive hackers. If you donôt have a degree in com-

puter science, using a firewall program can be quite frus-

trating. In addition to all the confusing jargon, current 

firewalls are getting to be very big programs. Sometimes 

you have the feeling that youôre installing an entire of-

fice suite instead of a basic network tool. 

 

The brand-new Ashampoo FireWall FREE is different. 

Its Configuration Assistant guides you through every 

step of the simple setup process. And Easy Mode makes 

using it a breeze ï you donôt need any special technical 

knowledge and everything 

is explained clearly. 

 

Ashampoo FireWall FREE 

is also amazingly com-

pact. Even with its four 

additional security 

tools itôs a tiny pro-

gram that uses very 

little memory and 

computer resources. 

You get the heavy-duty 

protection without heavyweight 

overload on your system. 

August  Disk of  the Month  

 

 
$ 5.00

 

A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  

South Sound Adobe 
User Group  
http://www.ssaug.org/ 
 

Meeting will be at Cascade Print, 

3321 S. Lawrence St, Tacoma, 

98409. Be sure to grab a ñbrown 

bagò. We are back to bringing in 

whatever we want to eaté. 5:30 for 

dinner and networking. 6:30 Meeting 

- 9:00 Dismissal 

 

We wanted to announce that the 

Adobe Photoshop Marketplace is 

live.   

 

Adobe Photoshop Marketplace is a 

place where anyone can publish 

information about their Photoshop-

related tools, solutions, or events, 

including details about user groups, 

hardware, software, training (e.g. 

books, DVDôs), events, etc. 

 

Hereôs the official link: http://

photoshopmarketplace.adobe.com 
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Check our web site, http://www.tapcug.org, for any 

changes that may have occurred after the Data Line 

was sent to our web site. 

 

 

Flight Simulator SIG:  Curtis Poree, e-mail: 

dustoff_2@msn.com / Neil Stahfest, e-mail: 

ncstahfest@msn.com.  

 

The next meeting of the Flight Simulator S.I.G. will be on 

the Tuesday, August 25, at 7:00 PM at the Pierce County 

Lakewood Branch Library.   

 

Last month we talked at VFR flying in the United 

Kingdom.  Specifically we looked at some very 

challenging flying between small, often poorly marked, 

grass or gravel airstrips, sometimes in bad weather.  This 

month weôll look at how some flight simulator groups in 

the UK are developing virtual flying clubs, scenery and 

ñtoolsò to plan realistic flights in this environment.  Weôll 

talk about how the lessons learned from these groups 

might be applied for use by our S.I.G.  Finally, time 

permitting; weôll start to examine VATSIM.net and other 

on-line flight simulation resources.   

 

Bring a flash drive or a blank CD to make copies of the 

files I will demonstrate. 

 

If you're having a problem with Flight Simulator or want 

to know how to get started, bring questions.  We welcome 

people new to flight simulation and visitors at our 

meetings.  If you have friends who might be interested in 

flight simulation, invite them to join us. 

 

 

Graphics/Scanner SIG: Barbara Grant, SIG Leader,  

Email: DL604@comcast.net 

 

We meet on the fourth Monday of the month 6:30 PM at 

the Lakewood Community Center computer lab. The next 

meeting will be August 24th.  

 

We have been discussing a few things regarding graphics; 

layering, cloning, and inserting pictures into other 

programs. The lab computers only use the Picasa photo 

editing program and I have other programs including 

Photoshop, Paint Shop, and Arc Soft which all edit 

graphics.  Each of them has a particular feature that I 

enjoy using and often switch back and forth to enhance 

what I am working on. 

 

There is a co-leader on this SIG and I am sincerely hoping 

that she, Doris, will be able to fill in where I am deficient.  

Come on down, we can learn together. 

 

 

Linux SIG: Joel Carlson, 253-549-2692; e-mail: 

Fox7777@CarlsonCo.net,  

 

The Linux SIG meeting is on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at the Lakewood Fire Station, 5000 Steilacoom 

Blvd SW, Lakewood, WA 98499 (by the water tower & 

on the West side of the complex) in Training Room #1 

(note that we are requesting Room #1 due to increasing 

attendance). 

 

Doors open by 6:30 PM for setup. Super fast T-1 internet 

connections available. 

 

We will look at the new released Linux distributions 

including Mepis Linux 7.00 (which runs on Debian & 

Kubuntu and adds improvements), PCLinuxOS 2007 

(which is well suited to new users), OpenSUSE 11.0 with 

One Click Software Install, Puppy Linux 4.0 for old/low 

capacity computers, flash drives, etc, Kubuntu 8.04 & 

Fedora 9. We will explore Virtual Private Networks 

(VPN), such as OpenVPN, virtual online meetings using 

Gizmo or Skype and Speech Recognition, such as 

XVoice. 

 

Linux is the revolution that is becoming the computer 

operating system of the future! Say good bye to expensive 

proprietary operating systems, viruses, worms, crashes, 

forced upgrades, infuriating popups & get a better, 

complete Linux operating system with all the applications 

you need for a very affordable price. 

 

Now is the time to make the move to Linux. We welcome 

you to join us. See http://www.Linux-Now.us 

 

 

WIN XP/New Users: Paul Duhay, SIG Leader, 584-

6358, email: pduhay@sbcglobal.net 

 

Meets on the second Monday of the month, 5:30 - 7:30 

pm at the Lakewood Community Center Computer Lab. 

The next meeting will be August 10th.  

 

The WIN XP/New Users SIG meetings will cover the 

basics of computer operation, including file management, 

Internet concepts, and application software (word 

processing, etc.). This SIG is open to any new or 

Special Interest Groups (SIG)  

O c t o b e r  A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  
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The Help Line  

 The following TAPCUG members have generously 

offered to serve as resources for other members in need of 

assistance with the programs listed. This service is free, 

but please respect their time, and use your manuals or the 

software vendor information line when recommended 

Call or E-mail your questions: 
 

A=Anytime D=Daytime E=Evening W=Weekend 

 

Where no time has been indicated, it is suggested you not 

call before 10 am or after 9 pm. 

 

 

 Word Processing(most): Maggie Smith        537-5494 

 E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com   A 

 

 

 Linux support: Joel Carlson 

 E-mail fox7777@CarlsonCo.net 

 

 John Wickcliffe 

 E-mail: johnwickl@comcast.net  

 

 

 MS Word:  Maggie Smith          537-5494 

  E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com   A 

  

 

 

To make changes or add your name to this list,  

e-mail Maggie at maggiebs@harbornet.com 

REMINDER TO ALL SIG LEADERS  
This is a reminder to all SIG Leaders. The 

quarterly SIG reports for April, May and June 
are due. Please send to 

Paul Duhay: PDuhay@sbcglobal.net 
or bring to the next General Meeting.  

Thank you. 

intermediate user who wants to begin to unravel the 

mysteries of their own computer. 

A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  

 

òYou enter into a certain amount of 
madness when you marry a person 

with pets." 

~Nora Ephron 

 
"Until one has loved an animal, a 

part of one's soul remains 
unawakened." 

~Anatole France 

 
"The little furry buggers are just 

deep, deep wells you throw all your 
emotions into." 

~Bruce Schimmel 
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Moving on to Vista ð Part 23  
by Neil Stahfest 

Tacoma Area PC User Group 

 

Someone recently said to me that he didn't like the way 

Windows Vista ñlooksò.  Many of us just accept the 

default appearance of Vista and learn to live with it.  A 

little experimenting, however, reveals that there are 

many things that we can change to give it a totally 

different look as well as change the way it works.   

 

To begin, click on ñStartò and then ñComputerò.  This 

will open the Windows Explorer window revealing any 

disk and optical drives installed on your computer, as 

shown below: 

 

 

My window probably looks a little different from yours.  

I've been ñexperimentingò.  Notice the menu line at the 

top of the window.  In particular, Iôd like you to notice 

the ñOrganizeò and ñViewsò labels (circled below). 

To start, click on the center of the ñViewsò label.  Notice 

how the images that represent your computer's drives 

change.  There are four variations.  Click again for 

another one.  Try them all.  Four clicks return you to the 

one you started with.  Did you find one that you liked?  I 

did. 

 

Notice the small downward pointing arrow head on the 

right hand side of the ñViewsò label.  Click on it and 

make a selection from the list.  Some people like ñExtra 

large iconsò.  I prefer icons that are just ñlargeò. 

 

Now letôs move over to the ñOrganizeò label.  Click on it 

once to see a whole new list of options.   Some may be 

grayed out (unavailable).  Today we're just going to 

concentrate on ñLayoutò and ñFolder and Search 

Optionsò. 

 

 

Click on ñLayoutò and you'll see five options.  Click on 

each one to see what they do.  Some of them are very 

subtle and you'll have to look hard.  Each time you click 

on one of these options it acts as a toggle, turning it on or 

off. 

 

Now letôs move on to ñFolder and Search Optionsò.  

Click on this label once and the ñFolder Optionsò 

window opens.  This is a very 

powerful window.  Notice 

that it has three tabs; 

ñGeneralò, ñViewò and 

ñSearchò.   

 

The ñFolder Optionsò 

window should have opened 

with the ñGeneralò tab 

selected.  I won't discuss all the options but notice the 

third box of options.  By selecting ñSingle-click to open 

an itemò you can give Vista a point-and-click function 

similar to the Macôs single-click system.  Try it.  If you 

don't like this feature, select the option below, ñDouble-

click to open an itemò, to restore your computer's mouse 

operation to the way it was before. 

(Continued on page 7) 

O c t o b e r  A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  
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http://www.worldstart.com  
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____________________________ 

Copyright 2009, WorldStart. All 

unauthorized reproduction strictly  

prohibited. Finally, you agree that if you 

try any of the above tips, suggestions, or 

advice it is at your own risk. 

 

Now click on the ñViewò tab.  There 

are many options here.  Scroll down 

the list.  I prefer to see hidden files 

and folders so I clicked on the button 

(circle) next to it to turn them on.  I 

also like to see file types so I 

unchecked the box next to ñHide 

extensions for known file typesò to 

reveal them.  ñRestore previous 

folder windows at logonò is another 

useful item if you do most of your 

work in one or two folders.  For 

instance, in the middle of writing 

this article I turned my computer off 

without closing any windows (but 

after saving my document).  When I 

restarted my computer, the folder 

containing my Vista document 

opened.  Then, all I had to do, was to 

click on the document to open it and 

continue my work.  I find this 

feature very convenient when I'm 

working on a big project (like 

editing pictures or working on 

genealogy records) that will occupy 

several computer sessions.  Notice 

that this window gives you options 

to apply these changes to all the 

folders in your computer or just the 

one you are currently working in.  

There is also a ñResetò button to 

restore everything under the 

ñViewsò tab to the default condition. 

 

Finally, click on the ñSearchò tab.  

This controls Vista's default what, 

how and when search conditions.  

Look at it carefully.  Experiment.  If 

you don't like the results, you can 

always press the ñRestore Defaultsò 

button in this window and get back 

to Vista's default search conditions 

(Continued from page 6) 

Maggie  
The Purple Lady  
By Katie Lichtenwalter 
  

Anyone coming to TAPCUG 

meetings is usually greeted by a 

broadly smiling lady wearing some 

form of purple apparel, perhaps a hat 

with a purple flower, or a long 

flowing purple skirt. 
  
In spite of the cheerful demeanor, 

Maggie has some things that irk her. 

Instead of reacting to irritants, she 

now looks for redeeming qualities in 

people and situations  and is 

accepting of other peoples' foibles. 

However, if it really matters she is 

prepared to pursue the issue to her 

own satisfaction. 
  
She first encountered computers 

while employed by an industrial 

forge shop (blacksmithing). The 

500+ member Northwest Blacksmith 

Association asked her to edit their 

newsletter. The first issue was 40 

pages long. Following newsletters 

were 28-32 pages in length. (One bit 

of trivia-one of the members of the 

association designed and installed 

the wine cellar doors for Bill Gates. 

They are on the cover of one of the 

issues of their newsletter.) 
  
Employed as a secretary, her duties 

included the normal amount of 

typing invoices, etc.  Her boss 

brought in a computer and insisted 

she master the thing.  After many 

refusals to even touch the machine, 

she gave in and learned how to 

enhance her work performance, how 

to lie to a printer, and became 

"friends" with the computer. Within 

six months she was saying, "You 

touch my computer and I'll break 

your fingers!!"  Maggie is proud of 

the data bases she designed for the 

company - the customer list had 37 

fields for each of the 3500 

customers; the parts list was hard to 

figure logical part numbers because 

they were based on steel sizes. 
  
About half of Maggie's "working 

career" has been spent in volunteer 

positions such as the PLU library, 

DSHS, elementary schools from 

Yuma, AZ, Tacoma, and Spanaway, 

WA teachers aide where she earned 

the marvelous salary of $1,000,000 

per dayðnon-taxable (well, her 

heart felt like that was what she was 

receiving). Her love of children 

leads her to find positions where she 

can work on a 1-1 basis with the 

child.  He favorite ages are the first, 

second and third graders. 
  
She refused the offer of being the 

newsletter editor for TAPCUG in 

1997, then joined TAPCUG in 1998 

and finally accepted the Editors 

position in 1998.  She receives many 

e-mails with suggestions for articles, 

as well as information from Neil 

Stahfest, APCUG (the parent 

organization) and other sources such 

as WorldStart.   
  
She reads and chooses which articles 

will be in the newsletter for the 

month.  Having made her selections, 

she sits with her laptop and will 

work continuously until the 

newsletter is ready for printing - 

usually about 4 hours. 
  
Snuffy came into the picture when 

Maggie was visiting a friend.  She 

was impressed by his knowledge of 

computers and --the rest is history. 
  
Computing is her main interest, as 

well as helping people with their 

computer woes.  Other pleasures are: 

growing flowers, and singing along 

with the radio as she drives in her 

fancy pick -up. She is a very tall lady 

in her pick-up. 
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Product Review 

Win Cleaner  
Richard McElroy 

 
A couple of meetings ago I was the 

first out of the box to win a prize and 

I picked the (Win cleaner one 

check). I installed it with no prob-

lems but you need to have internet 

access to do this. I ran it and it said it 

freed up 1,285.41 MB of space with 

just that one click, and it was pretty 

fast. It also made a back up in case 

of problems. I ran it again about a 

month later and it said it freed up 

more space and ask if I wanted to 

delete the previous deleted backup 

file. Since I didn't have any prob-

lems I did. I can't say if the computer 

is faster or not but it does give some 

peace of mind to do things like this 

and it can be used on up to three 

computers for a year. I want to thank 

the club for getting things like this 

and, of course, I'm always happy to 

be one of the winners of a drawn 

ticket. Sorry to be so late to post 

this.  

Signs of  Malware  
 
You all know there are millions of 

malware infections out there today. 

It seems as if there are tons of new 

infections that pop up everyday. In 

the past, I've written about how anti-

virus software and anti-spyware soft-

ware don't always find all of the in-

fections on your computer. After 

writing that article, I received sev-

eral e-mails asking, "How do I know 

if I have a virus?" Well, today, I will 

cover some of the signs your com-

puter will show if it's possibly in-

fected with a virus or some other 

type of malware. 

1.) Your computer slows down 

majorly.  If your system slows down 

drastically, you may have an infec-

tion. Viruses and adware use re-

sources on your computer. They can 

destroy files, send spam e-mail, redi-

rect your browser and many other 

things that will slow your computer 

down. 

2.) Internet browser crash. If your 

Internet browser stops working or 

shuts down often, you may be in-

fected. Since most malware pro-

grams use the Internet to spread 

themselves, they will affect the per-

formance of your browser. If your 

Internet browser just starts closing 

with no warning, you need to check 

for viruses. 

3.) Random e-mails. Many viruses 

spread through e-mail. If you use an 

e-mail client, such as Outlook Ex-

press, MS Outlook or Thunderbird, a 

virus could infect it and start sending 

spam e-mail out to all your contacts. 

If you start to receive strange e-mails 

like "Message Undeliverable" or 

"Mailer Daemon," a virus may be 

sending e-mail with your address. 

4.) Error messages at startup. If 

you start receiving error messages 

when you turn your computer on, 

you may have some type of malware 

infection. Malware programs usually 

turn on at startup and they some-

times cause errors, so you need to 

keep an eye out for that. 

5.) Things look "strange."  I know 

that seems a little vague, but some-

times you open something and it just 

looks funny. If you didn't install 

something or make a change to your 

system, there's no reason why some-

thing would change. Computers 

don't make decisions on their own. If 

something has changed and you did-

n't initiate it, you should scan for 

viruses and malware. 

Those are the five most common 

signs of an infection. Many of them 

may indicate a virus, but that doesn't 

necessarily mean you're infected. 

Some of the signs could indicate a 

hardware issue or a program con-

flict. As a general rule, if you know 

of a recent change that caused the 

actions, it's probably not a virus. If 

the signs happen for no reason at all, 

you should be concerned and get 

your computer checked. Until next 

time, stay safe out there, my friends! 

Letõs Never Forget 
the First King: DOS  
Written by Rick Smith, a member of 

the Channel Islands PC Users 

Group, CA 

www.cipcug.org / vccomputers.com  

Rants (at) vcmail.net  
This article has been obtained from 

APCUG with the authorôs permission 

for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e-mail 

address above).  

 

Oh where, oh where has my little 

DOS gone. 

Oh where, oh where can it be, 

With its life cut short and windows 

cut long 

Oh where, oh where can it be? 

 

 

Some might say that Iôm losing it, 

but you cannot lose what you never 

had. Where has DOS gone? Some 

might say itôs still around in the 

various forms of Linux. Others 

might say itôs buried deep in 

Microsoft operating systems waiting 

to be called out by a powerful wizard 

to cast potent spells with a command 

prompt. But most of us just believe 

(Continued on page 9) 
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that itôs just lost, never to found 

again. Like a lost pet that you once 

had affection for, once itôs gone you 

seem to remember only the good 

times and seem to forget all the 

problems that it caused you.  

 

DOS does that to people. There are 

still a few of you ñold-timers,ò and 

you know who you are! Those who 

sit at the doughnut table at club 

meetings and reminisce about the 

ñgood olô daysò when all you needed 

was a Northgate keyboard and a 

monochrome screen to have absolute 

power over your world. You know 

what Iôm talking about. Way back 

when people spoke about computers 

with fear and awe. They were things 

better left to experts and shady 

government entities. The quickest 

way to kill a conversation in those 

days was to talk command line 

techno-babble. It always made 

everyone in the room feel 

uncomfortable that they couldnôt 

understand you, like you were 

speaking a different language.  

 

On the flip side, though, it gave you 

an incredible feeling of power, that 

you, and you alone, could master the 

savage beast and control your own 

destiny. Neh Ahh Ahh Yahh. 

(Sometimes I think all those comic 

books I read have permanently 

warped my thinking.) But really, 

didnôt you feel special? That you and 

you alone, could master something 

that would make others wince and 

shirk away. You didnôt have to be 

popular at school. You didnôt have to 

be good looking. You didnôt have to 

be wealthy. You did not have to 

have any of those things that 

everyone else needed to be 

important. You had knowledge.  

 

And knowing the secrets of the PC 

universe, did you use that knowledge 

to gain wisdom or for greed? I think 

most of you, unfortunately, like me, 

used it for personal greed. We gave 

ourselves over to the dark side of the 

force and used our skill to enrich 

ourselves financially. But eventually 

as we all grew older, and some of us 

wiser, we started using or skills to 

teach and help others, which led you 

to me, to read these words and words 

of others in this tome. You all 

became a band of brothers forming 

the fellowship of the DOS.  

 

And just! And just as your powers 

were at their peak, everything came 

crashing down like the Jedi of old. A 

new power rose in the universe to 

supplant the old ways. Windows 

came rushing down like a wind from 

heaven with trumpets blazing and 

fire and smoke billowing up in great 

clouds. And when this behemoth 

came to rest, its great weight crushed 

the last vestiges of DOS underneath 

its feet. 

 

A new group came forth to rule the 

PC world. A group of men, and, yes, 

women, too, who knew nothing of 

the old ways but were formed from 

clay in the new ways. These new 

acolytes grew up in the ways of the 

PC, each having their own since they 

were young.  

 

Gone was command prompt. In was 

the mouse. The wizards of old 

became legend. And after time they 

have become forgotten to be 

remembered by only a few at 

computer club meetings. There are 

still a few prophets preaching to us 

not to forget the old ways. I saw one 

at last monthôs meeting giving a 

history lesson at the club meeting. 

But they are old and feeble now with 

most of their words echoing on deaf 

ears.  

 

So I say to all today! Remember the 

DOS! Donôt let the old ways die, as 

you never know when you will be 

called upon as I have this week to 

use my skills again. Fortunately, I 

have not been found wanting as I 

was able to vanquish the beast with 

my skill at the command prompt. I 

have beaten down one enemy, but 

more are waiting to attack.  

So be on your guard, be ready, and 

be faithful to the cause. Put away 

your mice as they are no use against 

such foes. Operate you PC only with 

the keyboard and keep yourself 

ready for the fight. For it shall come. 

It shall come.    

(Continued from page 8) 
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Fun & Games with 
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This article has been obtained from 

APCUG with the authorôs permission 

for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e-mail 
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As I said in my last article in the 

Monitor, this one would be about my 

experience getting Ubuntu up and 

running on my new Asus laptop. I 

had been running version 8.04 

(Hardy Heron) on my old laptop. 

Since it seemed to be quite 

successful I decided to use it for the 

initial install on my new computer. 

Perhaps I should point out that 

Canonical, producers of Ubuntu,  

turn out a new version of their OS 

every six months! Compare that with 

Microsoft and its multi-year 

production cycle. Hardy Heron is a 

long-term support version with 

guaranteed support until April 2011. 

That's three years from its original 

release date. In the meantime, 

version 8.10 (Intrepid Ibex) was 

released in October 2008 and will be 

supported for two years. However, 

the latest version is 9.04 (Jaunty 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Jackalope) which was released on 

April 23, 2009. Since I was starting 

my installation the end of March, I 

decided that installing Hardy Heron 

should be fine. A bad guess, as it 

turned out. 

 

The process of installing any Ubuntu 

version is very similar to installing 

Windows. The  exception being 

when you want it to share the hard 

drive as a dual boot system with 

Windows. Then a few extra steps are 

needed. The first step is to download 

Ubuntu. This will be an ISO image 

file. That is a compressed file in the 

format specified by the International 

Organization of Standardization. It is 

almost 700 megabytes in size, so it's 

best to have a broadband connection 

for your download. (If you don't 

have a broadband connection, you 

can request a free CD from 

Canonical and have it mailed to 

you.) Once the file is on your hard 

drive it has to be decompressed and 

the image burned to a CD. Most 

commercial software can burn the 

ISO file image to a CD. I used 

CDburnerXP, a free Windows 

program, to burn the image to the 

CD. That gave me a bootable CD 

that either runs Ubuntu from the CD 

or it can install the OS to a hard 

drive as a dual boot with Windows/

Vista or it can take over an entire 

drive. If you have two hard drives in 

your computer you could have 

Ubuntu take over the second drive 

and dual boot with Windows. There 

is also an option to install it as 

Windows software allowing you to 

run it within Windows or Vista. I 

haven't tried this option. It just 

seems to me that running Ubuntu 

under Windows you would lose 

many of the benefits of Ubuntu, 

especially its stability. 

 

The hard drive on my laptop was 

already partitioned into C and D 

drives and formatted with NTSF. 

(That's the file system XP and Vista 

use.) My intention was to install 

Ubuntu on the second partition as a 

dual boot system. As I found out, if 

your hard drive is not already 

partitioned, don't change it. Let the 

Ubuntu installation do it for you.  

That is much easier. I ended up 

doing a more manual preparation of 

the hard drive which requires a 

better understanding of how Linux 

systems need to be set up. You can 

find the info on the Ubuntu site, but 

why make things any harder than 

you have to! Once the drive was set, 

Ubuntu spent some time installing 

all the files needed for my hardware 

and the additional software. If you 

are interested in the details of 

installing Ubuntu, check out this 

web site: https://help.ubuntu.com/

community/GraphicalInstall. They 

have  a  de ta i led  g raph ica l 

presentation (screen shots) of the 

steps involved.  

 

During the installation Ubuntu asks 

for a user name and a password. I 

used my initials and a fairly secure 

password. I recommend that you do 

not shirk this password setup. It will 

help to protect your computer from 

problems caused by outside entry of 

worms or trojans through the 

Internet connection. The password 

has to be entered for software 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  a n y  o t h e r 

administrative function. So using a 

strong password is advisable. 

 

Now I was ready to do my part of 

the setup. I had to program my new 

USB modem so I could connect to 

the Internet. That requires some 

knowledge of the command line 

functions in Terminal. I had done 

this on my previous computer but 

some of the information for the new 

modem was different, so I had to 

find that first. It took a little hunting, 

but everything worked once I had 

the commands right. The other thing 

I had noticed was that the sound 

didn't seem to working and the video 

resolution was not right. So I 

investigated both of these through 

the Ubuntu forums. That turned out 

to be far more difficult than I 

imagined it would be. My laptop has 

an NVidia graphics card. It turned 

out Hardy Heron did not have the 

drivers for my card, it was too new. 

The drivers available on the NVidia 

web site also didn't seem to help. My 

sound card was part of the Intel chip 

and the drivers just didn't seem to 

want to work with it no matter what 

I did. Then I also found that Hardy 

Heron didn't recognize my eSATA 

port. After doing more research in 

the Ubuntu Community forum, it 

seemed like I needed to try the 

Intrepid Ibex upgrade or maybe I 

would have to wait for Jaunty 

Jackalope to solve my problems.  

 

So, next I downloaded the ISO file 

for Intrepid Ibex and burned it to a 

CD. That gave me a bootable CD 

that I could use to test how well this 

version would work with my laptop. 

When I booted from the CD, 

although it took some time to load, 

the video setup was perfect. It 

recognized my NVidia card and gave 

me the 1200x800 resolution that I 

had with Vista. It also had the 

expected 3D effects and other 

graphics features that my card 

supports. Next I tried the sound and 

had no problem playing some WAV 

files I had stored in the Linux 

partition. Better and better. With 

previous live CDs I had never been 

able to connect to the Internet with 

my old wireless modem. But I 

clicked on the wireless Icon on the 

top bar of the window and it gave 

me a list of several local wireless 

networks and it also had a choice of 

a wireless broadband connection. So 

I tried the broadband connection and 

within seconds I was connected 

through my Verizon wireless modem 

to the Internet. This live CD also 

recognized my printer, but didn't 

have the drivers to print to it. 

However, everything was working 

(Continued from page 9) 
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much better with Intrepid Ibex than 

it had with Hardy Heron. So, I 

decided my next step was to upgrade 

to Intrepid Ibex. 

 

If I had done an install from the live 

CD, it would have wiped out many 

of my files that had been created 

using Hardy Heron. It wouldn't 

affect my documents as they were 

backed up to my external drive. 

However, there were other files that 

I had created to help with hardware 

compatibi l i ty and additional 

software I had downloaded that 

would have disappeared.  So I went 

back to the Ubuntu site to find out 

how to upgrade, rather than install 

Intrepid Ibex from the CD. It turned 

out to be much easier than I had 

anticipated. In the System-

Administration menu there is a 

selection for ñSoftware Sourcesò. 

This contains the information on 

locations where the Synaptic 

Package Manager wi l l  f ind 

additional software. On the Update 

tab you will find the options for 

operating system updates. Mine had 

been set for ñlong term supportò 

updates only. I changed that to 

ñstandard updatesò, clicked OK and 

exited the window. The package 

manager told me that there was an 

update available, version 8.10, and it 

could be downloaded. It also gave 

me an estimate of the amount of time 

it would take with my connection. 

The estimate was two hours, but it 

ended up taking 30 minutes less. 

Once the download was complete, 

the upgrade installation started. 

About an hour later, the screen 

announced that the system needed to 

be rebooted. Since I still have the 

live CD for Intrepid Ibex, I 

automatically have a backup CD, 

should problems occur down the 

road. 

 

After the upgrade, the first thing I 

noticed was that the dual-boot menu 

reflected the new version of Ubuntu. 

Next, it took far less time for the 

user name/password request to show 

up. Then, very quickly, on the 

desktop there was the Intrepid Ibex. I 

will be replacing the Ibex graphic 

with my own wallpaper, another 

very easy task. But, I had noted there 

was no sound. So I clicked on the 

sound icon and found that the sound 

had been muted! Once I corrected 

that, it worked perfectly. First 

problem solved! Then I clicked on 

the wireless icon and there was the 

broadband choice. I selected it and 

within seconds I was on the Internet. 

Second problem solved. However, 

the screen resolution didn't seem 

right. With some hunting I found an 

NVIDIA X Server settings on the 

System ï Administration menu. That 

allowed me to change the resolution 

to 1200x800. Third problem solved. 

 

Next, I realized I hadn't tried to use 

the eSATA port when I was running 

the live CD, so now was the time to 

try that out. I plugged in my external 

drive and all three partitions 

appeared in the Places menu. I 

clicked on the main partition and all 

the files come up in the file manager 

(nautilus) window. So, everything 

that I had problems with under 

Hardy Heron seemed to be working 

with Intrepid Ibex. And, the 

improvement came without having 

to do anything with the Ubuntu 

command line. In my mind, that 

makes Ubuntu much more ready for 

the average user. With an easy 

install, either single or dual boot, a 

great selection of software that is 

easily available through a graphics 

interface, it is becoming something 

that anyone can try and, probably, 

enjoy using. As for crashes, in more 

than 10 years of using various 

flavors of Linux, I have yet to have 

one crash. I certainly can't say that 

for Windows over the same period 

of time. 

 

My next step will be to download a 

live CD of the latest version, Jaunty 

Jackalope, after the initial surge of 

business slows down. I really don't 

want to be trying to download 

almost 700 MB of data at a time 

when thousands of other Ubuntu 

enthusiasts are trying to do the same 

thing. By trying out the live CD 

version I can be sure that it will 

work with my hardware before doing 

an upgrade. I have already seen the 

problems that occur when you have 

to remove a newer version and revert 

back to a previous version. That is 

something I really don't want to do 

again. Windows has similar 

problems as those who replaced 

Vista with XP found out. I am also 

considering downloading the 64 bit 

version of Ubuntu. I am very curious 

as to how it would work with my 

hardware. You may be sure I will 

share the results with you. 

 

So for all of you Windows/Vista 

users who are curious about Ubuntu, 

the easiest way to test it on your 

hardware is to download a live CD. 

F r o m  t h e  h o m e  p a g e , 

www.ubun tu .com,  you  can 

download either the latest version, or 

an earlier version. I would 

recommend that you not go back any 

further than version 8.10, Intrepid 

Ibex. You really should give it a try 

and download the CD, especially if 

you have a broadband connection. 

You'll also find the Ubuntu has a 

large selection of games that come 

with the installation. So, have some 

fun and games with Ubuntu! 

 

Dr. Lewis is a former 

university and medical school 

professor of physiology. He has been 

working with personal computers for 

over thirty years, developing 

software and assembling systems. He 

can be reached at bwsail at 

yahoo.com.  
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CUG with the authorôs permission for 

publication by APCUG member groups; 

all other uses require the permission of 
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CLEANING YOUR COMPUTER  

During the summer you had your 

hands full cleaning your yard and 

patio. In the fall you winterized your 

home and prepared for the holidays. 

Now that all of that is over, itôs time 

to spring clean your computer. When 

was the last time you opened up your 

ñboxò and looked inside? Donôt tell 

me!  

 

I found a very thorough guide ex-

plaining how to clean, what tools 

you need, why you should clean and 

yes, how often you should clean, 

courtesy of Computer Hope at 

w w w . c o m p u t e r h o p e . c o m /

cleaning.htm#00.  

 

Let me know what you found inside 

your boxðI dare you! Is it still 

alive? 

 

THE TINY MIRACLE  

Have you ever received via e-mail, a 

URL like this:  

http://search.atomz.com/search/?sp-

q=Gang&getit=Go&sp-a=00062d45-

sp00000000&sp- 

advanced=1&sp-p=a l l&sp-w-

control=1&sp-w=alike&sp-date-

range=-1&sp-x=any&sp- 

c=100&sp-m=1&sp-s=0 

é with only the top line underlined 

and in blue? 

 

And when you clicked on it you got 

an ñerror 404,ò or did not get the 

website you expected? 

 

Thatôs because the URL should have 

included all four lines. You need to 

copy the whole thing (all four lines), 

and paste it into your browser, mak-

ing sure that you do not introduce 

any spaces. A few websites are con-

figured so that their URLs donôt 

break, but not very many bother to 

do this. 

 

I am guilty of sending long URLs 

via MBUG Listserv (see the back 

page to find out how to register). 

This has caused some of our mem-

bers to be confused by the split 

URL. I appreciate the fact that re-

cently someone took the time to re-

mind me about a great solution for 

this problem. Years ago I knew 

about this but completely forgot (you 

can call it my ñsenior momentò). 

 

One solution is Tiny URL or 

www.tinyurl.com. All you have to 

do is go to that URL and create a 

shortcut for future use. The instruc-

tions are simple: 

1. Copy the giant URL. 

2. Paste it in the slot provided by 

Tiny. 

3. Click on the button provided. 

 

And, like magic, the long four line 

URL becomes tiny, is automatically 

copied to your clipboard, and looks 

more like http://tinyurl.com/52fuz2. 

Surprised? Try it, youôll like it, and 

itôs FREE! By the way, some time 

ago Tiny URL was reported to con-

tain malware, however the manufac-

turer assures us that the problem has 

been rectified. 

 

Also, another MBUG member sug-

gests to try adding ñ< >ò brackets to 

prevent URLs from falling apart. 

 

Another program similar to Tiny 

URL is at www.webware.com/8301-

1_109-9898698-2.html?tag=bl (or I 

c o u l d  s a y :  h t t p : / /

tinyurl.com/57dqyk)! 

 

ARE YOU THE ADMINISTRA-

TOR? 

If you need to quickly tell if you are 

currently logged onto a PC as a Lo-

cal Administrator of the Windows 

server, right click on the ñStartò but-

ton. If you see "Open All Users" 

rather than just "Open," the account 

is in the Local Administrators group. 

 

MANUAL! MANUAL! MY 

KINGDOM FOR A MANUAL!  

Have you had an instant when you 

had a question or a problem with one 

of your 21st century electronic gadg-

ets and the dog ate the manual? Have 

no fear bunky, SmartComputing to 

the rescue! Go to www.retrevo.com/

samples/index.html. 

 

WHATôS IN YOUR WALLET? 

Credit Cards 

While two credit cards might act and 

look alike, levels of consumer pro-

tection that each type of credit card 

provides can be different. Under fed-

eral law, if someone steals your 

credit card you're only responsible to 

pay the first $50 of unauthorized 

charges. However, if you notify the 

credit card issuer before a thief is 

able to make any charges, you may 

be free from all liability. If the credit 

card is not physically present when 

an unauthorized or fraudulent pur-

chase is made (such as over the 

Internet), youôre also free from li-

ability for those charges.  

 

MasterCard and Visa offer zero-

liability protection where you donôt 

have to pay any charges if someone 

uses your credit card to make an un-

authorized purchase. Many credit 

cards offer additional benefits and 

supply a yearly summary of your 

spending. 
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