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Presidents' Corner
by Neil Stahfest substituting for Curtis J. Porée Jr.

WORDS FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT  enthusiast can learn the required skills and produce
outstanding results.

Curtis Porée was absent due to iliness so Neil

Stahfest, our Vice President, stepped up to serve ad\n abbreviated Board Meeting was held after the
iMaster of Ceremoni es 0. GenapéMegtingg The previpus egeting misutes o b
introducing the Special Interest Groups, Disk of the were approved and the current finances were

Month, running the Q&A period, etc. <wink> revi ewed. |l ssues such as
computer from Windows Vista to Windows 7 and
John Wickliffe was our featured presenter. Hegavee st abl i shing an ad hoc co

an interesting talk about how to make and record ~ finances were deferred until the March Board
music with your PC. Programs available for free Meeting.

and at reasonable cost have the power to turn your _ _ o
personal computer into a music studio. You can  The Vice President looks forward to resuming his

compose music, create sounds replicating musical normal duties in March, with the return of the
instruments, record your creations as music and ~ President.
create printed Asheets musi cC

o f 0.
ability to mix your creations, import sounds, alter Nell Stahfest
sounds, change sound levels and play the results. Vice President TAPCUG

All this may seem a little challenging for the novice. /6

With some effort however, a dedicated music &

You so have

GENERAL MEETING Contents
Saturday March 13th -9:30Am Calendar...........cccoeveeeeeeeieeeeee e 15
Lakewood Community Centésee map on pageill Discovering Windows 7 5
Perfect BaCkUp ApproaCh Disk of the MOnth...........coceeeveveeeenn. 3
Helpline.......oooiee e, 5
Presented by Gene Barlow MaP ..o 14
So. Sound Adobe Group..................... 3
Refreshments by: Special Interest Groups..........ccueeeeee... 4
Alice Grenier WorldStart TIPS.....ccoeeeeeeviieiiciieeeen 8

Raffle will follow

Open Labs are every Friday, 10 AM 1 Noon at the Lakewood Community Center
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Before we talk about how to backup
your system, we need to think about
what media we will backup to.
Logically, you won
system backup on drive C. If your hard
drive were to crash or become infected
| know many of you are in the processgour backup would be at risk.

of Upgrading to Windows 7. As youbyv
probably figured out, the more carefullyln my opinion, an external hard disk
you plan for this the easier it will be. Itsdrive that connects to your computer
also important to make a backup copy ofvith a USB cable is the best place to
your important files before you start thebackup your system. Currently

Discovering Windows
70Part3

by Neil Stahfest
Tacoma Area PC User Group

upgrade. Aft er (Fsbmary 2040) ybun sanh dihdl 826
Wi ndows 7, youol | megabpe to ol vterabyted y(1000h
your hardware was automaticallymegabytes!) external hard drives on sale

configured ((i.e. printers, scanners, etcfor less than $100. When selecting a
and install your favorite applicationhard drive, my advice is to go with a
programs. Remember, unless you afdarger size rather than a smaller one.
using the fAUpgr adeWhati sesntsa adequatei doday mwilk
to migrate from Windows Vista to probably seem small in a year or two.
Wi ndows 7 (or L a pYou showds be RlEeMiO \b&IRip your
program), you will need to reinstall yourentire system several times on one of
applications programs in Windows 7 tothese drives and yet they are small
get the required program informationenough that you can fit one in your
into the Windows Registry. pocket and take anywhere. You can
also use one external drive on more than
With the effort it took to setup your one computer.
f computer and install any programs fresh
in your memory, this might be anAlternately, most backup programs will
excellent time to think about backing upallow you to save your information to
your system. A good backup can mak€D or DVD disks. You almost certainly
recovery from a hard disk failure or aalready have a CD/DVD drive installed
vicious virus infection a simple process n your comput er- (
that usually takes less than an hodaptop like a net computer). Once the
instead of many hours or even days. data is burned onto them, you can store

(Continued on pagé)
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March Disk of the Month

Avant Browser T This is probably one of the mostExchange, as well as POP/IMAP accounts 3
widely used web browsers in the world, that you prob#ocal files. You read your mail from within
bly never heard about! The browser is fast, preload#t interface, search fast through all your mes-
with two dozen similar skins as well as tabbed browsirgages by keyword and advanced criteria, and even bufh a
and modular toolbars that let you move around and hiBackupCD with the click of a button or export messages
the Status bar, Toolbar, Search window, and navigatitm.eml format. Messages are stored MHe&npatible,
controls. The Menu bar is courdiatuitively pinned to and can be recovered at any time without information
theupper i ght corner (a resulogs. of the programbébs Chinese
origin?), and icons for proprietary functions, such as an
in-page search term highlighting toggle, aren't instantlhis utility displays the list of all applications that are
comprehensible. Avant can save personalized d#vaded automatically when Windows starts up. For each
online, making bookmarks and form content accessita@plication, the following information is displayed:
from any machine. Around the same size as FirefoRtartup TypeRegistryStartup Folder), Commaridne
Avant includes many features that are available to FirString, Product Name, File Versiodpmpany Name,
fox users only through pluims--such as automatic form Location in the Registry or file system, and more.
fillers. The Full Screen view autudes all menu bars, a
nice touch, but certain plhgs-—-notably Flaskdidn't WhatinStartup allows you to easily disable or delete
work on Windows Vista. unwanted programs that run in your Windows startup.

You can use it on your currently running instance of
Data Crow - Have you ever dug through a box of oldVindows, as well as you can use it on external instance
books or CDs? You invariably find something you foref Windows in another drive. It also supports a special
got you owned. Your home is full of DVDs, CDs, book§Permanent Disabling" featurdf a program that you
and photos. How do you keep all that media organizepfeviously disabled added itself again to the startup list
Not everyone is into cat afwWwndaws g . But mayb-o voudre a

ous coll ector. May be youwWhatlant b it r acg youodve
loaned to friends. Or, perhaps you need a list for insi8tartup will '

ance purposes. If you want to, you can come up withaatomatically
reason. But actually logging everything is a big joldetect the
Luckil vy, Data Crow can | ehange aad
way to create a database of all your media. Look walsable it
books, CDs and movies by title. It will pull full descrip-again.
tions and photos from various online databases. You can
manually add and describe photos and software from

your computer. Search through your media in the pro-

gram. Or you can print a complete log.

powe

MailStore Home enables you to backup all yoesmail
messagefrom multiple applications into one persistent
and safe archive. You can import your mail from Out-
look, Windows Mail,Outlook ExpressThunderbird,

South Sound Adobe dinner and networking. 6:30 Meetinginformation about their Photoshop

- 9:00 Dismissal related tools, solutions, or events,
User Group including details about user groups,
http://www.ssaug.org/ We wanted to announce that thénardware, software, training (e.g.

Meeting will be at Cascade Print,f‘dObe Photoshop Marketplace isbooks, DVDOG6s), even

3321 S. Lawrence St, Tacoma reéds t he of ficia

98409. Be sur e
N obe Photb q\/larl@tBlacé) & I%)hotoshopmarketplace adobe.com
bago. We are gce R/vﬁ)ere% bng gcan @Jbll# or

what ever we Want
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Special Interest Groups (SI1G)

Check our web site, http://www.tapcug.org, forany Doors open by 6:30 PM for setup. Super fadt T
changes that may have occurred after the Data Line internet connections available.
was sent to our web site.

Due to schedule conflict we are backthe fire

Flight Simulator SIG: Curtis Poree, -enalil: station, by water tower, training room #2tp://
dustoff 2@msn.com / Neil Stahfestyail: Linux-Now.usThanks. Joel

ncstahfest@msn.com.

_ _ We will look at the new released Linux distributions

Due to a scheduling problem at the Pierce County jnc|yding Mepis Linux 7.00 (which runs on Debian
La_lkewo_od Branch Library, the next meeting of the ¢ kubuntu and adds improvements), PCLiNuxOS
Flight Simulator S.I.G. has been scheduled for 2007 (which is well suited to new users), OpenSUSE
Tuesday, March 30, at 7:00 PM rather than a weekq 1 ¢ yith One Click Software Install, Puppy Linux
earlier. 4.0 for old/low capacity computers, flash drives, etc,

. . _ Kubuntu 8.04 & Fedora 9. We will explore Virtual _
This month weore going pfgte GefvBrks!(VPN)Esuch &s'0peRVPR, Witfdid t |

of scenery. The complexity of Flight Simulator — opjine meetings using Gizmo or Skype and Speech
scenery involves several separate but interlocking Recognition, such as XVoice.

program modules. A number of add scenery

programs address various aspects of scenery | inyx is the revolution that is becoming the
generation. For example, one package may provideghnter operating system of the future! Say good
photoreallstlc_: overlay of the island of Oahl_J while  pye to expensive proprietary operating systems,
another provides enhanced ground elevation chaq ses, worms, crashes, forced upgrades, infuriating
to more accurately depipGhns& Gelalblter, B8 Lint oPePating

terrain.  Still another package may depict an _system with all the applications you need for a very
ai rportds runways, taxiMaMkpics! dnage, hangers,
terminal and fuel areas.

_ . _ Now is the time to make the move to Linux. We
Bring a flash drive or a blank CD to make copies ofajcome you to join us. Sewtp://www.Linux:
the files | will demonstrate. NOW.US

If you're having a problem with Flight Simulator or

want to know how to get started, bring questions. \yn XP/New Users: Paul Duhay, SIG Leader, 584
We welcome people new to flight simulation and  g358 email: pduhay@sbcglobal.net
visitors at our meetings. Although most of our ’

discussions have been aRQdbhineddbctnli Mch@al df deSmohtd, &:4pN t
simulators, webdre al ways,dnhiiR [akewbodl Eomihitytenfel | NG
other flight simulator programs. If you have f”endSComputer Lab. The next meeting will be March 8th.

who might be interested in flight simulation, invite

them to join us. The WIN XP/New Users SIG meetings will cover

the basics of computer operation, including file
management, Internet concepts, and application
software (word processing, etc.). This SIG is open to
any new or intermediate user who wants to begin to
unravel the mysteries of their own computer.

Linux SIG: Joel Carlson, 25849-2692; email:
Fox7777@CarlsonCo.net,

The Linux SIG meeting is on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month.

Paged
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Program Reviews

Windows 7

Product Review
By Neil Stahfest

I've now done 10 computer upgrades on thtee The He|p Line
PCs at home (repeating the process several times

on each computer to test various methods Phe following TAPCUG members have generously
upgrading on different computers) without amtfered to serve as resources for other members in need of
problems. These upgrades were from Windovgssistance with the programs listed. This service is free,
XP to to Windows 7 and from Windows Vista tgut please respect their time, and use your manuals or the
Windows 7. Probably the easiest operatiggftware vendor information line when recommended
system upgrades I've ever dong€he upgrade Call or Email your questions:

from Vista to Win 7 was a no braineMy son

did one and so did my sister-law (without A=Anytime D=Daytime E=Evening W=Weekend
needing to call me for advice). assisted Curtis

in transferring everything from two Win XRwWhere no time has been indicated, it is suggested you not
computers to two new Win 7 computersVe call before 10 am or after 9 pm.

used Windows PCMover on one computer (it had

a LOT of stuff on it) and Microsoft's free Easy

Transfer program on the other (only needed Word Processing(most):Maggie Smith 533494
reinstall one game program, everything else, E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com A

including email, was transferred).

My rule of thumb is if your computer is less thaninux support: Joel Carlson

three years old you should consider upgrading E-mail fox7777@CarlsonCo.net

it. Five years old and older its time to replace

it. You're getting into the area where equipment  John Wickliffe

failure starts to occur due to dirt, head E-mail: johnwickl@comcast.net

age. Every program | have that ran on Windows

XP works on Windows 7. Programs that pre

date Windows (and maybe some games) may M& Word: Maggie Smith 5375494
a problem. E-mail: maggiebs@harbornet.com A

A final point - Getting Windows 7 is like getting
a new car.lt's a cool new toy.lt runs faster than
previous versions, has some nice new featurepo make changes or add your name to this list,

upgrade I've seen since moving from DOS to

Windows.
We Stand
Tallest
REMINDER TO ALL SIG LEADERS
When We This is a reminder to all SIG Leaders. The
guarterly SIG reports for October, November
StOOp and December are due. Please send to
Neil Stahfest: ncstahfest@msn.com
To Help or bring to the next General Meeting.
Others. Thank you.
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(Continued from paga) starting your computer. Once the computer has started,
the disks any place, including in another room, withasi ng t he repair CD, youodll
friend or even in a safe deposit box (where they will bmage (created above) to automatically restore
safe from a home disaster). The problem with usirgyerything (including Windows, all your programs, files
these disks, even high capacity dual layer DVDs, is thad settings) on your hard drive.
it will take more than one disk to save all your system
information. In other words, you have to be there for t@nce you have a total system backup, | recommend
entire process, to insert new blank disks as they amaking additional total system backups at least once a
needed. month. This will keep your system backups up to date
(youdd be amazed at t he nu
Now | etds get to the pr ochanges(piciures, eamails, etg.)an amgnthu She will give b a
our computer. Windows 7 Home Premium editionjou extra backups in case one backup is defective for
unlike previous versions of Windows, comes with aome reason.
complete backup program built into it. All you have to

do is c¢click on the AStarto button and type fibackupo
iSearch box?o. Near t he TheoWindawt 7 bdeckep drogrant also fallows pyouitm n s
appears youobll find fBac knake quack HackBps oft selected folders, sGch iascylour o r

documents, music or pictures. This is a useful way to
A window like this will appear. You can backup or

restore your computer from this window. It also shov i)
i f youdve made any backujts®ceeenms hedu
. 1
automatic backups.
p Which drives do you want to include in the backup?
The drives that are required for Windows to run will be included by default. You cannot include the drive
e | that you are saving the backup to.
[ ][ = 2]
@ ‘Your backups are being saved on Local Disk (G:).
| Drive - Total size Used space
{»1 DrvC_20081217 (C:) (System) 5865 GB 3046 GB
1 ;/DWD_ZGGEIEH (D) 10599 GB 7472 GB
Tl = DrvE_20100113 (E) 30112 GB 23560 GB
Space required to save a backup of the selected drives: 3046 GB
Space available on Local Disk (G:): 14896 GB
ggggggg
There
el
n
e I
Wh e n you click on ACr ecear= S L e e o~ T

computer will search for drives where you can store yomrake backups of file areas that change between your
backup and ask you which drive you are going to usscheduled full system backups. PC World Magazine has
After selecting your destination drive, you will see an excellent video which describes the backup process at
window like the one below, where you can select whidhe web address below:

drives to backup. Once youbve selected you source
(s), youol I be taken t o htta/wow.doweorld.comiamiaed 184/ o st ar t y
backup. Assuming that vylowdo atomat iwmdpwsa7 bdakups.htmi at i on d

large enough to hold your entire backup, you can go get

a cup of coffee (or two) while the backup program ru@f cour se you donét have to

to completion. program. There are a number of excellent third party
system backup programs, such as Acronis True Image,
that work as well or even better. You can find them in

If this is the first ti metorgsouliough Interaal distributors.yQne advantdga af k

wi || be asked to fACreateaatbBystdemarephackdp sgoogr arn
CD which will enable you to boot your computer in th&indows 7 to get it. Plus, you can use these third party
event of a hard drive failure that prevents you from (Continued on pag@)
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(Continued from pag) files and settings on the new hard drive and restored full
programs with other versions of Windows. operation to my computer.

POST SCRIPTi Several days after writing this articleYes, hard drives do faill Manufactures say they have a

the hard drive on my desktop PC started to malfunctidife of 5 to 10 years. Other factors, such as power

Fortunately, | had routinely made full system backups. dtirges, may cause early failure. Play it safe and make a
only took 15 minutes to physically replace the hardackup!

drive. Using my repair disk and the backup file which |

had saved to an external hard drive, it took less than an '
hour to completely load Windows 7, all my programs,
Dragon I'm not sure version 10 is as accuratd.0. .
] as version 9 was. *
NaturallySpeaking The deadline came out okay. Okay let's see what it does ()
By John Wickliffe That line didn't come out okay it now. §
type the word deadline for line. Okay let's see what it will do Q)
This is a report to the Data Line on now. S
the product that | won in the raffle at I'm writing the sentence in the Wow, that printed two lines Q)
the general meeting two months agoWordPad document, although | told and it substituted the word Q:
| finally had time to install it. it to open an MS word document for does form will do.
me., so it loaded dragon Pad instead. E
For the most part Dragon It turns out | don't have MS Word on Overall Dragon S
NaturallySpeaking seems to be this computer The correction NaturallySpeaking seems to A\
responding correctly to my words, command seems to work most of thework for a very well for Q
and | am speaking this document  time but the last unselect did not  recognizing words and turnir 8
through Dragon NaturallySpeaking. select the word "that". I'm not sure them into text. Q
When | say the waehe averagé geison aoulohkave the
hel po it brings paientehoaisehh’ bppectp a g e .It works very well in
Speech recognition software seems recognition program because of the DreamweaverMX. And made
to work better when you speaka ~ number of times | have to correct  entering text very simple anc.

continuous line of text on a full missrecognized words, but most of fast.
sentence. So far the command modehe words were correct, but version 9
seems to work okay in this new works fine on my 3.6 gigahertz Sonyl have tested the Dragon

version of Dragon desktop computer. NaturallySpeaking inside the Swish
NaturallySpeaking. The following is Max 2 application, and it inserted the
text | spoke and Dragon converted td wonder how many words to sink in words | spoke correctly. It sped up
text. type word makes an error in what  the process of inputting text into the

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmemeoeosooooe I'm saying. This is an example of theboxes, it worked in all the graphic
Hello this is John. text that it misinterpreted. | said "I tools that | tried. It doesn't seem to
| am testing NaturallySpeaking wonder how many words this work us well in my browser as it
Version 10 from the computer club. program will type before it makes andoes in a notepad program. the text
Tacoma area PC users group. T A Perror?". between the dashes show the errors i
CuUG got, but | did this whole report in

First to be fair | have not gone dragon Pad by speaking it. (so the

this is a test letter from John through the training process to report comes out a little stilted,
Wickliffe. improve its word recognition because | was paying closer attention
| am currently reading a book by percentage. to speaking than what | was saying.)
John Ringo into the looking glass. John Wickliffe

That last one came out completely TAPCUG Webmaster
Let's see what this link types when | correct.
say these words. | said the word
ithingo and Dr ag qhisisthe experience | had with
NaturallySpeaking typed "link". Dragon NaturallySpeaking version
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ety ' ° to Windows in order in causing damage to the operating
to make it much systems files. An easier approach is
!
Go m p u ter t'l ps more usable and to use a third party software such as
Stardock

simplify  everyday fLogon Studi®@ by

’ tweaks you can make and if improperly done, can result

http://www.WorldStar.com tasks for those with a
visual impairment. Text to Speech Readers
Using Text to Speech readers may
What is Microsoft Silverlight? Note: Some of these tweaks requirehelp the VC with reading mail/

Good question! Silverlight, as editing the Windows r_ggistry. If you dgcuments/daooks etc. Windows
described by Microsoft, is:fi . . &g unsure of your ablllty to do this, Vista has a T_exf[ to Speeph reader
crossbrowser, crosplatform plug please consult a professional. software built in just for _thls. Also,
in for delivering the next generation many freeware and paid software
of .NET based media experienceéogon&LogOff Wallpapers are available which have text to
and rich interactive applications for The default wallpapers which come speech capabilities.  Microsoft
the Web. Silverlight offers a flexibleWith Windows XP/Vista for the Narrator can be used by navigating
programming model that supports'ogon _and I_ogoff screens usual_ly toStart>AII Programs>
AJAX, VB, C#, Python, and Ruby,have light bright bac_kgrounds. This Accessories>Ease of Access>
and integrates with existing Wepmakes the mouse pointer hard to seeNarrator.
applications. ... &nd makes it difficult for the VC to Speech to Text Converters

click on the user icon and logon. Speech to Text converters have
That, however, makes absolutely no . been around for a while and one of
sense to me, so let's just simplify iflt is recommended that presentationsthe most popula_r ones is the Dragon
by saying that MS Silverlight is etc. normally be prep_ar_ed on a darkNaturally Speaking series. T_hls can
basically like Microsoft's version of _blue backgrognd as it is consideredhelp the VC compose mal!s an(_j
Adobe Flash. It was originally ideal for reading (by the elderly). So prepare documents, especially if
developed as a means to delivesWitching tqada}rk blue_back_gr_ound f[he_y_ have trouble identifying
presentatiofike material quickly May mgke it easiest for |dent|fy|ng a |nd|V|dua}I keys on a keyboard.
and efficiently to your web browser. 1 Whi t € Mouse Pointero _

Screen Resolution

Obviously things have advancedror Windows XP Users U_sing the resolution with the
from just presentations, because now 1. Goto Start>Run and open the biggest texts and fonts as per the

there are games, applications and registry editor by typing Moni t or ds Display

productivity software that use ﬁRegedit‘) _ go a long way towards making it
Silverlight as their foundation. 2. Navigate to the following key easier for the VC to use the

in the registry: HKEY computer. The ideal resolution will
If you're curious, head over tutp:/ USERS\ .DEFAULT\Control ~ vary from person to person
silverlight.net/ and check the Panel\Desktop depending upon the degree of

ARCommunityod sect ] % Roubjeglick  the, ;Walpapgrg vision impairment and can be
of all the neat things that can be value, and enter the path whereidentified via repeated trials

done. I've been cruising around there ~ YOU image file is located (Recommended:  640X480 or
for about half an hour and stil 4 qu Tiling the image, Set 800X600)
haven't scratched the surface of TileWallPaper” to 1

everything Silverlight can do. 5. For Stretching the image, Set Modifigd File Icons _ _
"WallPaperStyle' to 2 Ensuring that each icon s
C C C 6. Close the registry editor and individualistic in nature in terms of
restart the computer color/design can again help them
How To Configure Windows For differentiate between files easily.
Visually Challenged People For Windows Vista Users

This article is a guide on how to The simple registry edit which is Magnifier

configure windows for visually explained above has been removedVindows Vista comes with a host

challenged people (henceforth in Vista. The same effect can be of accessibility features which

referred to in this article as VC). It performed by editing the registry, sometimes tend to go unused. One

describes a bunch of small changesbut the method is very complicated
(Continued on pag®)
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(Continued from pag8) ahead and move the mic voluméwNhat is an HTML Document?
of the tricks to make the computerslider to around the middle section,The short answer isit's a web page.
more useffriendly for the VC is to just so it's placed in that generalfou see, web pages are nothing
always run the magnifier on thearea. Now, just leave that box open. more than another type of document.
screen at the very top or bottom. In fact, they're really nothing more
This way, they can move the mousdNext, we're going to need to go intothan a page of text instructions that
pointer around and use thethe Control Panel, so click dstart, your web browser reads.
magnified image to help themControl Panel and click on the
navigate and click on files. Sounds, Speech and Audio Devices So what exactly is this HTML?

link. Choose Sounds and Audio
Creating a Special User Profile Devicesand click on thevoice tab. HTML is short for Hyper Text
Creating a separate user profile otNow, under the Voice recordingMarkup Language . It's the
Windows, with their resolution, area, click on theTest Hardware programming language of web pages
suitable backgrounds and modifiedbutton and the testing will begin. (technically, HTML is not a
logoff and logon screens will programming language, but it's the
increase their usability. Adding The Sound Hardware Test Wizard best way to explain it).
programs such as Magnifier, Textwill come up. Just click on thext
Readers and Speech Converters toutton and wait for the wizard toHTML gives your web browser
the Startup list will further increase complete the tests of your soundnstructions on how to display the
their accessibility. hardware. It could take a coupleHTML document (web page) you're

C C C minutes or so. When that is done, thaccessing.
Microphone Test window will
come up on your screen. Now, gdf you would like to take a peek at

Testing 1,2, 3 . ahead and speak into your mic othis HTML stuff, open Internet
If you have the need to test either §oy can just tap it lightly if you Explorer or Firefox and head to your
recently purchased externalyish, TheRecording Volumeslider favorite site. From theview menu,

microphone or if you want to testshoyld move up and down inselectPage Sourceor View Source
one you already have (external Ofesponse to the sound you arg¢depending on your browser and
internal), this is the tip for you! It's a making through your microphone.version).
good idea to test your microphoneyhen you're all done testing your
hardware every once in awhile, jusimjc, just click onFinish and the _
so you can be sure everything isi/vizard will close. @Techworld.com-Microsoftshatters
working properly. If you use your File Edit History Bookmarks
mic quite often, this is even morejyst in case this happens to you.
important for you! while you're using the wizard, an 5

_ ' alert box may pop up telling you that =, sy Seus
Alright, let's get started! For the "Run a DLL as an App" program Sidebar
Windows XP, make sure yourjs piocked and it will ask you if you ¥ -
external microphone is plugged inwant to unblock it. You can if you

Toolbars

and ready to go (if you have anwant, but it is not necessary to @ (8 X-CAl Reload Ctr
internal one, you should be set to goyinpjock it for the mic test to function |

and then click on Start, Al corectly. Zoom

Programs, Accessories Page Style
Entertainment, Volume Control. yoy can follow similar instructions Character Encoding

The Master Volume box will come for older versions of Windows as
up and you will want to go to theell. The only difference may be —) Page Source Ctr

Options_ menu at the top and choosgnat you'll go toStart, Programs, Full Screen F11

Properties. Accessories Entertainment and [ e -
. chooseSound Recorderinstead of

Now, select the radio button thatyolume Control. From there on out, C C C

says Recording and click OK. the apbove directions are very similar
Another window will appear and gpqg you will be fine if you just

you'll just want to make sure thesg|iow them. Go on and give your

Microphone channel is selected. Gomjcrophone a little test today! (Continued on pagk0)
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(Continued from pag) Although it was implemented, scroll Just go tchttp://www.file-
Skip the Recycle Bin in Windows 7 acceleration was switched off as itextensions.org/

Sure, you can hold th&hift key could've conflicted with mouse

when you delete a file to skip thedriver based acceleration. So it waghere are several ways to navigate
recycle bin just likethis tip shows, postponed for next versions.this site. You can use the search
but what if you're reallyreally sure However, the feature is actuallyengine to look up an extension you

when you delete stuff? there, and many users have already o n 6 t know, you
found it i nv al u adphabeticalWstiyg atdthe o of thg o u

Follow me, Windows 7 users! also take it for a spin and see if itpage to choose by letter, you can
works for you? browse by symbol, number and

Justright -click on your recycle bin unknown extensions or you could

and select Properties. In the To enable this, go to the Firefoxuse the categories on the side menu.
resulting window youll see anaddr ess baboutcaniigh.t ype 6

opti on tDorttmove flgss This iwill open up the advancedOn the main page, you will see the
to the Recycle Bin. Remove files preferences. Now go to the filter boxdefinition of what a file extension is,
immediately when deletedd | f o§y o uop and search for how to best search for an unknown
think you're ready to handle thedmousewheel.acceleration.start file extension, the file extension of
option for permanent deletion, thenDouble click it and in the box thatthe day and the most recently

select it and pressK. opens up set the value to 3. Thisipdated file extensions throughout
indicates the number of successivéhe whole site.
Settings for selected location mouse scrolls which will set off
Gl acceleration. Now, set the filter My favorite way to use this site is to
Maximum size (MB): value for use the search engine when | run
O6mousewheel . achbelaerasisom. ffadteore xt
@ Don'tmove hies to the Recyc  to 5. This indicates how many timesand | dondt have
immediately when deleted. faster you would like to scroll. This site is wonderful, because it

explains the extension and provides
Now whenever you delete somethindf the difference is not up to yourinformation on the program that uses
it's gone for good! Be careful with satisfaction, try experimenting withit. It also sometimes includes a link

this one! different values and find the comboto get the program.

C C C that works for you. _
For example, | ran across a .rar file

Find any difference in the scrollfor an addon to a game | play.
Firefox Scroll Acceleration performance already? Just a quickdaving never seen this before, | was
The recently launched Firefoxtip to perk up the good ol Firefox. puzzled. So, | came to this site,
version 3.6 has a hidden function C C C looked it up and found out it can be
known as scroll acceleration which opened by a program called
can drastically enhance your internet WInRAR. | also learned that .rar
surfing speed. There certainly are a lot of file fjes are compressed files like .zip

extensions out there! Is there a fijles and you can use WIinRAR to
Normally, whenever you scroll the place where | can get familiarized gecompress them. How cool!
mouse wheel the web page scrollith some of the more obscure
the exact same number of linepnes? There are two categories on the side
regardless how many times youNo matter how much computersmeny | want to tell you about too,
might have previously scrolled it. seem to change over the years, yOogecause the rest are rather -self
However, when you have scrolledcan always count on there being fileaxplanatory. They are: Most Visited
the particular web page a specifiextensions. Now, you may alreadyrjle Extensions and Common File
number of times within a brief be familiar with some file gytensions.
period, almost certainly you areextensions, such as: .jpeg, .gif, .html
searching for something way downand .doc. but here's a Web site that§|ost Visited File Extensionsi This
below or maybe above. This soundgerfect for those times when you runsection will show you which_file

like a case where scroll accelerato®@ C T 0ss one you gdyfsRis dfeh bkt frdgiekt§ :

could be helpful. .bat, .otf, .xml or .sqm! visited. This is also a good area to
(Continued on pag#l)
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(Continued from pag0) current  configuration of your graphics are a card found in desktop
check to see the file extensions thamonitors and, just underneath thisomputers. Laptop graphics are,
baffle people. When | was there, .ravisual representation, the graphicsaturally, a graphics accelerator
was eighth on t hacceleiatert that goar complater oigmside & maptop. Integrated graphics
not t he onl y o n ecurrentlyousind.iTkieneRamplekbelawean be found on desktops or laptops,

what it meant! shows the ATI Radeon 5800 seriesre generally for more basic systems,

as the graphics accelerator. and are essentially a graphics
Common File Extensions i | accelerator that shares power and
wanted to mention this section,Remember the full name and numbeme mo r y wi t h t he

because these are the most used fitld your graphics accelerator, andorocessor and RAM.
extensions on your computer, so yothen close this menu by clicking the

may want to familiarize yourself X button at the top right of theYou 61 | know i f you
with them. window. Next, open your internetgraphics if the name and number in
browser. the Display Properties included the
From now on, file extensions never words fii nt e gbroaatredd. 60
have to be a mystery to you. GoThe internet is a big reason thaDt her wi s e, youodre |
explore them today! video drivers can update andthe model name and number of your
C C C improve so frequently: it gives usersgraphics acceleratori and the

the ability to access new driversi |l apt opd or Amobi | i

_ _ _ without having to get a physicalif you happen to be using a laptop
Updating Your Video Drivers driver disc. More than one companycomputer.
Most of the drivers on your makes graphics accelerators, but
computer may never need to beymost every single graphics chip inSelect and download the driver that
updated, but there is one area whellgome computers is made by Nvidiamatches your graphics accelerator.
technology and software are alway\Ti, or Intel. Once the file has finished
changing: video and 3D graphics. downloading, you can simply double

_ _If you find that you have an Nvidia -click it and an installer will begin.
Even if your computer and itSgraphics accelerator, visithttp:// The driver installations for Nvidia,
graphics accelerator are years ol .nvidia.com and select your ATI, and Intel graphics are all easy,
chances are there is a new driver thaluntry to access their site. Click thestepby-step ~ affairs.  Once  the
can update your compatibility with |ink for downloading drivers. installation has finished, you should
video players, software, and games. be using the most current video
It may even boost your performancqf you find that you have an ATI drivers on your system. Not only can
or fix errors that occurred in graphics accelerator, visithttp:// this keep your system prepared for
previous versions. All in all, new ztj amd.comand look on the main new programs, but it may solve that

video drivers can add more life topage for a drivers menu. long-running video probleni or fix
your system by keeping it functional one before it can happen.

and  compatible  with  new | you have an Intel graphics C C C
developments in computing. accelerator, visit http:/

_ _downloadcenter.intel.comand use o _
Updating your V itHd Briver s@dctioY fehus | S n@ptimize your Windows 7 and

very hard, but the first step involves Vista folders
identifying what kind of graphics wep sites can change frequently, buf You have a folder filled with many
accelerator you have. you should see something like the?f the same kind of file (MP3s,

. ~ image below. Use the menus tdictures, etc.), then you probably
To find out what your graphics gelect the graphics accelerator nam@otice that it can be a little...well,

accelerator isright-click anywhere angd number from your Display Sluggdish, sometimes when it comes
on your desktop (except for overproperties. to displaying everything.

icons) and lefclick on Properties.

This will take you to the Display There are lots of names for graphicd hat green status bar up top couldn't

Properties menu. accelerators, but they are divided®® moving any slower, could it?

) _ into three main categories: desktop o
Click the Settings tab on the far graphics, laptop graphics, andPid you know that you can optimize

right. This tab will show you the jhtegrated  graphics. Desktop (Continued on page?)
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(Continued from pag1) my desktop for easy finding. Clickls there a way to make my
folders to make them load their"Next". Desktop icons bigger?
contents faster? You can use this tip to make them
"Finish" and we're done with thebigger or smaller. I'll also show you
Here's how! first part. how to change the label font and its
size.

Just Right-Click on the folder you You can export a list of Firefox
want to speed up and clickbookmarks too: Go tBookmarksat Windows XP:
Properties. Select theCustomize the top, seledDrganize Bookmarks Rightclick the desktop and choose
tab. Optichige thisfifolder and then Import and Backup. "Properties' Select the
foro choose t he sSelect i"Baakup..t tardt chobse satAppearance' tab then click the
describes the contents of the foldedocation and name (again, | suggestAdvanced' button.
If you're looking to affect the entire the desktop) then Save.
folder and subfolders, put a check Under "ltem", pick Tcon" from the
n e x tAlso applyfthis template to Once you have this file on yourdrop down list. UnderSize' use the
all subfolderso . desktop you can open your emaibrrow keys to make the icons bigger
program, or bring up the email pageor smaller (you could also type in a
PressOK and you're all set! on your browser, and create a newumber).
message. Make the recipient
If you'd like to reverse this, justyourself, your friend, or your secondClick "Apply" to make changes. If
follow the same steps and put theddress (some email servers blockou don't like how it looks, follow
optimization selector back tomessages where the sender arttie procedure again.
General Items and take the check recipient are the same).
mark off the subfolder option. You'll also notice "Font" and "Size".
C C C You can open the Bookmark/This is where you can change these
Favorite HTML file in a seperate settings. If you make large fonts, you
_ browser window and simply selectmay need to use a smaller font to
Take your bookmarks with you all (Ctrl+A), copy (Ctrl+C), then prevent overlapping.
Would you like to take your paste (Ctrl+V) into the body of the
favorites and bookmarks with youemail. This is the way to go if you If you don't like the way the icons
wherever you go? If you have a webyj|| pe checking your email from a are spaced you can always change
based email account (like Yahoo ofyypjic computer (library, internet that too. Under "ltem" select "Icon

Gmail) then you can. This is also &cafe, etc.) Spacing (Horizontal)" or "lcon
great way to send someone your Spacing (Vertical). Choose a number
favorites. Another option is to attach theslightly bigger than your icon size

_ HTML file to the email so it can be and it will adjust the space.
First you need to createb@okmarks saved/downloaded then imported

or favoriteshtml file. back into Internet Explorer or Windows Vista and 7:

Firefox on another computer. For all of you Vista or 7 users out
With Internet Explorer go td-ile / there, making your desktop icons
Import and Export to bring up the after you decide which method tobigger is as easy as...well, this is
“Import/Export  Wizard".  Click yse, 'go ahead and send theeally easy.
“"Next". email.When you receive the

_ message, save it to a folder or flag iGGo to your desktop, hold theTRL

Select "Export to a file" then "Next". 5o it jsn't deleted. key and use the scroll wheel on your
Put a check next to "Favorites”. If mouse. This will make the icons

your favorites are organized intoNow, wherever you go you canbigger and smaller at the flick of a
folders you can choose to save alfneck your email online and acces$inger! You can also just rightlick
(that would be the top folderygyr |inks via this saved message. your desktop, and underView"
"Favorites”, or just a specific folder. C C C there are options for small, medium

_ and large icons.
Now choose a location where you'd

like to save the file. | would select

the "Browse" button and save it to (Continued on pag3)
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(Continued from pag#2) attention to wherever your pointer isit will whisk you back to the site
Hurray for desktop customizationat! where your account will be activated
control! and you wil be logged in
C C C C C C automatically.

_ _ Cool Sites Now that youbre reg
Find Your Mouse Pointer! Thought Blend submit an idea, just click the Submit

Have you ever lost your mouse... w thoughtblend.com/ an lIdea link on the navigation
pointer? | wouldn't blame you with dashboard on the left side of the

today's  contentich websites and p, \o have great ideas? Are yop @age. Youodll be ta
newfangled programs with complex . inq 1o hounce an idea aroundifty looking idea board, where you
interfaces. It just happens, but,, you need to brainstorm? Well ifcan provide a title and then type up

thankfully Windows has a neat little 0, youobve come DOUfhei dgaht NgXdge!y

feature thatll locate your mouse categorize your idea choose the

pointer with a simple keystroke. You can click the Browse Throughcategory that best fits your subject

Let's learn how! Ideas link and see a listing of thematter. Then select who you want to
: most recently posted ideas to th&ee your idea. Now click the Publish

. . community. Or you can click the button. After it has been published
g?r t\ivc':nd?WISPXp Ia;n'\c/li Vista: click | 5ok Through the Categories linkyou can upload images to go with
art>L-ontrol Fanel=Mouse and see what categories are provideyPur idea, or choose maybe later to

for ideas on the site. With overdo it at another time.

Windows 7 users: simply clicktart fifteen categories youbre sure to f

and in theSearchBoxt y pMousé _ ihe for youy idea. _ This is"an interesting site where you
Pointero , and in the "resu s ¢l i ck can truly bounce ideas off of people
I”Cfi‘(at‘ge how the mouse pointer r o ¢ ypmi t an i ddayouy FENMEIK O jusk eaadom o
OO0KSO register for the site. It is a simplePeople on the site. Check it out!

n th " ind K form where you create a username
n 'e resg mg:gh\é\l/:l)n.otw, rga t'e SUr€and password, and then provide and
youre under ointer UpUons - o 4il address, then click the next

tab and put &howe bk e Loyt ife Kliman

Itﬂcag%f{( pointer when | press qrification box with the code shown  Copyright 2009, WoridStart. Al
© ey and then click the finish button,  unauthorized reproduction strictly
After that go check the -mail prOhIt;I'[Ed. Ft;nally,_ you agree t_hat if youdtr)_/
i any o the above tlps, SUggeS“OnS, or aadvice
Now whenever you press t&IRL  Jqqye55 you provided for the it is at your own risk.

key a locator ring will draw your ... gmation link. Click the link and

Cleaning Your Computer Screen computer cleaner. These cleaners are expensive for a tiny
By Ann Copeland, TAPCUG member bottle, but if you need it, oh well. Whatever you do, do

not spray furniture polish or glass cleaner or any other all

N : rpose cleaner on your _co ter screen. There js
O BMOE ey suggest.l CP?;'ssibi‘ritySt?ﬁat yocuplgpf%pn HansP1D coa nge('ilnrthe slcrééé)n °

computer screen. Take a brand new, clean microfi Lt may be damaged bv scrubbing it with rubbin
cloth made for cleaning mirrors or cars or what ha\} y 9 y 9 9
alcohol or any other solvent or cleaner.

you. NOTE: Personally, | prefer those yellow shop

Sl fiieh) (CEStD e Sless Gl Hie lean my laptop when on or offwhenever it needs it.

microfiber cloth into plain warm water and swish i Ct | alwavs clean mv deskiop when it's turned off since
around a bit to be sure that the cloth is truly clean. If arny. y y P ,
S a touch screemlthough | don't use that feature.

soap bubbles appear, rinse the cloth a few times to ma
sure it is really, really clean. Wring it out as dry as yo . : -
possibly can. Wipe your computer screen gently ote: | chatted with John Wickliffe about the computer

remove any dust particles or surface dirt. Allow th lleaning articl e an d we bot
screen to air dry. I f th ||desatogl%a|gysow @Qtop %crleeené{vlﬁh alFOPOI' wel | en
you, then investigate the computer cleaners at any
computer service store. Follow the directions on this
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TAPCUG ADS IN THE DATA LINE
s you can see, TAPCUG is offering space in our Data Line publication for business card
size advertising by Computer oriented businesses or Computer educational entities that ar
consistent with the aims of our club. The cost is very reasonable. It is $10 per month for a
single insertion or $75 for a yearly rate. Larger size ads are proportionately priced.
Printing is a very large club expense and it is the Board of Directors hope that some of the costs can
be offset. We urge our members to discuss our ad campaign with prospective advertisers. We print
300copies per month and send copies, not only to our members, but also selected clubs and
dignitaries that are in close proximity to the Tacoma Area PC Users Group. We ask that black and
white copies be submitted to the Data Line Editor no later than the 15th of the month. Checks should
be made out to TAPCUG.

Hi:

Do you have used computer equipment tak-
ing up space? We can rebuild and recycle
much of it back out to the community where
it can be used in this tough economy at A+
Computers , details at http://
APlusRebuilders.com. | can pick up equip-
ment at Linux meetings in Oakbrook, Lake-
wood Fire Station, Olympia, Lakewood, at
ski club meetings, Fife High Reunion meet-
ings, etc. or you can just bring it to the store
at 2724 Pacific Ave E, Olympia, WA 98501.

Thanks,
Joel Carlson
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March 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Feb 28 \( (" Mar2 X Mar3 \ Mar4 X Mar6
NWAP New
NWAP Contact Users
clubinfo@nwapplpkrs. 7:00 PM
org

\ l& J

< D,

p>

( Mar7 [ Mar8 Y Mar9 ) Mar 10 Mar 11 )

Win XP/

Adobe Group New Users

Kathryn Paul Duhay

Whitacre 584-6358

752-2296 5:30-7:30PM
)

==
31

Meeting
TAPCUG

S
Mar 14 N Mar 15 ) Mar 16 | Mar 17 * Mar 18 * =
NWAP Computer Lab PM||Linux
General 5:3k0PM7(:130PM Joel Carlson
Meeting  |f| commonty  |[| 34972692
3:00PM Center
Mar 21 * Mar 22 ’ Mar 23 ‘ Mar 24 * Mar 25 * =y
M@\
\W \_ \_ Y, Y, Y, N Y,
(Mar 28 \( Mar 29 ) Mar 30 \( Mar31 ) AprL \ AN 2 Y Apr3 )
Flight Sinulato NWAP New
Curt Poree Users
474-7604 7:00 PM
./ \ )
<> <> < < <7
\_

(0
Apr 4 Apr5 [ Apr6 ) Apr7 Apr 8 * A9 ( Apr 10 )
General
Meeting
TAPCUG
9:30 AM
\ \ \ y, y, y, \ )

Do you have a special holiday OR event (any time of the year) you would like me to include on our calen
Send me a message and | will find clip art for it, UNLESS you have a favorite clip. Maggie Smith, Editor
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The Data Line is the official monthly publication of the BfUUUWUé

Tacoma Area PC Users Group. Opinions and articles do

not necessarily reflect the views of TAPCUG, and may be g q

reprinted without permission, if credit is given. The Data 5 Postage |

Line is written by computer amateurs, and TAPCUG wiill 9
6824 19th St. West PMB # 170 not be responsible for any tips or instructions given E
University Place, WA 98466 herein. R

The Data Line was created using Microsoft Publisher 2007
e e e e e e e e e e e el e e e Bl 1
:MEMBERSHlP DUES or RENEWAL Make Checks payable to: TAPCUG :
1$30 /Year Individual or Family (norrefundable) |
| |
IMailto:  TAPCUG :
| Attn: Treasurer C New Member |
: 6824 19th St. West PMB # 170 C Renewal :
I University Place, WA 98466 C Address Change |
| |
l $30per Year !
| |
| |
: Name(s) Date :
: Street !
| . . |
I City State Zip l
| (This is so we may notify you when the Data Line is ready to download.) |
: Phone E-mail . :
: Referred By: :
: How did you hear about our club? |




